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Abstract: The struggle to create, to be heard and to standout is a problem that is generally experienced 
by woman in the field of academics, arts and in society. These problems faced by women is not confined 
to one continent or a nation, the struggle to be heard, understood and to be taken seriously as a social 
member is felt everywhere. Women in Africa and  women in the north eastern part of India are all under 
the same umbrella of being a second class citizen.  
As portrayed by the male writers in Africa a woman is an ideal figure of worship, as she has in 
abundance love and the ability to sacrifice without any question. Though she is held high the position of 
woman in the society is still questionable and questioned. Many women writers from Africa and the 
north east India have taken up literature and different platforms to negotiate their identity. Women in 
Africa and women in different parts of the world contribute to the development of the society silently in 
their own way.  
The paper will attempt to understand the position of women in an African society, which is also a tribal 
society. In the African patriarchal society how women react to the treatment towards them and how 
they overcome or try to fight the system will be probed. In short the paper will attempt to understand 
how women react and how she responds towards the atrocities and the treatment. The paper will focus 
on the novel Destination Biafra by Buchi Emecheta and the paper will be substantiated with other 
sources from India and north east Indian tribal society. 
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Introduction: The paper attempts to analyse women experience as depicted in the novel Destination 

Biafra by Buchi Emecheta. This paper will also attempt to look at the literary development in Nigeria. 
The paper aspires to present the women and their contributions in the same position as that of men. 
The contributions and efforts of women during the colonial period have not really been acknowledged. 
Women in Nigeria not only stood against the colonist power but they are also the pioneers to oppose 
the colonial power. They opposed the taxation levied on the women which took the shape of the 
Women's war of 1929, which included women from all over Nigeria. The war was instrumental in 
marking the rise of gender ideology but it also gave a platform to the women to stand against the social 
injustice. The voices of the African women in the discourse of women has not been adequately explored 
despite the rising interest from the continent of Africa and from outside the African continent. The 
question of the African women is being interrogated by the women writers of Africa and many writers 
have taken the challenge of changing the role of the African women as portrayed by the male writers of 
Africa. Molara Ogundipe Leslie in Re-creating Ourselves: African Women & critical Transformation states 
that the African women are emotionally and spiritually committed to the wellbeing of their continent 
(Introduction). Keeping in mind the priorities by the women of Africa and the need to speak for the 
women of Africa many women writers have taken up the responsibilities of re-creating the women in the 
literary field. These women writers have given a new bold personalities and a new face to the women of 
Africa. As women enjoy less freedom and zero recognition from the other member in the society they 
had to voice their concerns and come out of the nutshell. The status, the recognition of the women in an 
African society is equal to none.   
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Womanism is a term that is associated with African feminism and it highlights the experiences of racial 
discrimination and status of women of colour. The experiences are not confined to the home or the 
society but the experiences of women is a global concern.  A woman is a silent contributor to the well 
being and the progress of society and an active member in nation building. Writing is a way of self 
expression for the women writers who also feel suffocated as they experience war and their reaction to 
war. Both in empathy with the victims and also hatred against the reprehensible war time activities are 
all that determine the approach and also the overall vision of the women writers that they allow to make 
their writings readable by the larger world. The larger purpose behind such writing is to let the world 
know in great details about what lies unexplained to them but at the same time seems to be of a thing of 
abiding and disturbing interest for them. It’s not that people themselves in Biafra or Nigeria or in their 
nearest neighbourhood, but those even far away from them need to be kept apprised of the nasty and 
the gory at in which a section of the misguided humanity devils itself in as it holds fast to the 
indispensability of a war since otherwise other parts of the world could be also exposed to the similar 
kind of horror of hatred in future. Also perhaps behind recounting the horrors of war in their works 
makes these women writers representative voices of those who have never got an opportunity to speak 
for themselves once they have been caught up in the wars themselves  
 
Creative writing and the field of literature has always been dominated by men. Women writers like Flora 
Nwapa and Buchi Emecheta ventured into Nigerian literary scene with their own female characters who 
represents women as they are, women who endure pain, who sacrifice everything, women who are ready 
to fight and die for the nation just like any other men. These writers challenged the images created by 
the male writers and presented their own women who are real. The work of these writers has made 
positive impacts on the Nigerian literary scene. The women portrayed by women writers are not silent, 
they have their own voice and they raise their voice against atrocities, their right and for their own 
identity. The women writers made sure that the voices resonate with the women folk around the nation 
and the world. 
 
Writers like Flora Nwapa, Buchi Emecheta, Zulu Safola and Chimamanda ngozi Adichie has created a 
bench mark for themselves in the field of literature in Nigeria. The major concern for these women 
writer is to portray the role of women in the social, national and in international affair. Buchi Emecheta 
has always given important roles to her women characters where they become more contributing 
towards the society, more innovative and gives her best for the upliftmen and progress of the society. 
The strong characters like Adah from The Second Class Citizen and Debbie from Destination Biafra are 
the epitome of strong women with intelligence and leadership quality.  
 
 Women writer like Flora Nwapa and Buchi Emecheta has fore grounded the literary filed for writers 
with a mission who have taken up the challenge to voice the agitation and  suffering of women in 
Nigeria. Destination Biafra by Buchi Emecheta is one of her masterpiece where she portrays her female 
characters who do not submit to the demands of war. Several factors motivated women to venture into 
creative writing one factor being the stereotypical way female characters were portrayed by male writers 
as witches, goddesses or helpless victims. These women writers changed the female characters from 
being a housewife to soldiers, victims to leaders and from goddesses to fighters. The women characters 
are not just women of beauty and substance but they are the very essence of real women who silently 
contribute to the nation building and equally contributing to the society without being acknowledged. 
Nigerian women were active members of society and they were very visible as against the portrayal of 
the male writers. Women took active part in resisting the colonial domination and they were equally 
fighting against the atrocities meted out to them. As stated by Nina Mba in Nigerian Woman Mobilized 

the women had been visible but they in fact lost some ground in terms of the influence during the 
colonial rule. 
 
The Aba Women's Riot or The War of 1929 is best example of women in the forefront resisting the 
colonial masters. The Aba Women's Riot was not just an agitation but it was also a display of women's 
open challenge to the colonial masters. The women's war began with merriment and a resolution to 
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resist the taxation levied on women and one more reason for the agitation was that the women fared 
poorly during the colonial era. The women's war came as a shock to the government as they had never 
anticipated any kind of resistance from the women who were uneducated. Before the authorities could 
deny and change their minds, the protest had become violent and the casualties were the warrant chiefs 
and the native courts, which were attacked with maximum force. The women destroyed the official 
buildings and houses of those who symbolized the new power elite. As can be seen the women extended 
their anger and resentment on the buildings and structures and not on the men. The women never 
injured anyone against whom the protest was conducted nor they harm those personnel who were 
trying to break the protest carried out by women, who were wives, mothers, and daughters.  
 
The postcolonial period of Africa plays a key role in search of identity, the women rights and the equal 
voice for the African feminism. The women writers had to write differently and from a woman’s 
perspective and how women look at the changing scenario, the situations, their role in sustaining their 
men during the time of war for independence, taking care of the family members and the society in 
general by supporting each other. Unlike the male writers the women writers began to receive 
recognition internationally although the male counterparts have been enjoying the privileges ever since. 
Among the writers whose works helped to transform the presence of African woman writers in 
Literature is Buchi Emecheta. Her depiction of African, especially the Nigerian women experiences has 
challenged the stereotyped and the idealised images of the African women found in the male writers 
texts. 
 
Emecheta points out the struggle of women who strive against the odds and who has been denied the 
opportunity to grow in their potentials. Her women are equally strong like Flora Nwapa’s women 
characters. They are courageous and honest about their opinions. Her novels In the Ditch (1972), The 
Bride price (1976), The joys of Motherhood (1979), Destination Biafra (1982) presents women who struggle 
against all odds for survival and for her identity in a male dominated society where the woman is 
dominated by the patriarchy created by the husband, brother, boss or male lovers. Her novel 
Destination Biafra is about the Nigeria-Biafra war which lasted three years but left a mark that does not 
cease to haunt the people of Nigeria.  
 
The novel is set in the newly independent Nigeria followed by the bloody Nigerian Civil War also known 
as the Biafran War of 1967. Debbie Ogedemgbe is a modern, educated woman who represents a society 
that is ready for a change. She is well educated, intelligent and a woman who commands respect. She is 
a rebel in her own way. She chose a lover in Alan Grey who is a white man. She also rejects the ideas 
which bind a woman to tradition and culture. Her relationship with Alan Grey shows her rebellious 
nature and later her joining the army despite being the few female recruits exhibits her determination to 
challenge the patriarchal society. Destination Biafra like Never Again is a war novel and Debbie sets a 
good example of the educated elite. She is strong, capable and ready to fight and defend herself and her 
country from the aggressive forces. As a woman and as educated elite she is not spared subjugation that 
the other women experience.  
 
Being the new woman that she is portrayed, she is independent, has a white man Alan Grey for her lover 
and is free about attending grand parties. But as a woman she feels there is no power that accounts for 
her deciding to join the army. Her having relationship with a white man does not go very well with 
others. She is rebuked, insulted and criticised that she does not like, that makes her feel bad at how her 
education, upbringing and position in the army have no value simply because the traditional patriarchy 
mindset of the people is both backward and nasty. Her observation thus is, “This annoyed Debbie. Why 
should her private life be public property? It was her affair who she chose to be her friend (Emecheta 
125)”.The macho patriarchy follows her and even though she is serving the nation she is looked down. 
On Debbie’s part, her joining the army is purely an act of nationalism but the people who are going to 
recruit her wants to use her for their own benefit. Though women contribute to the society the 
recognition is equal to none.  
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During the Biafra War women in Eastern Nigeria set up kitchen for the Igbo soldiers during the time of 
war which is equally dangerous. Women took up the challenge of trading behind enemy lines also 
famously known as Affia Attack, only women would go to the border to trade for food, medicine and 
items necessary to sustain themselves and their loved ones. This indigenous trade was a means for 
survival and sustenance during the Nigeria-Biafra War. Many women lost their life during this trade but 
they kept on taking up this trade not because they were not scared but they want to live. The Biafra war 
was one of the most gruesome war in the history of Africa as millions of people lost their lives. Children 
and women lost their life, freedom and honour. Many died of hunger because the Nigerian government 
had closed all the road transportation and sea ports. Women had no other choice than taking up the 
dangerous trade behind enemy lines.  
 
Debbie like all women during a war torn nation is not spared of the horrific experience. Though she is in 
the Nigerian army she is raped in front of her mother by her fellow Nigerian soldiers. This does not 
break Debbie, she does not give up on her mission to unite the two regions, the northern and the 
eastern Nigeria  separated by war. She represents and portrays the women of Nigeria who strive to make 
Nigeria a better place to live with dignity, honour and pride. 
 
Not only in Emecheta’s novel do we find rebel women but we also find women of same calibre and 
stubbornness in Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Half of a Yellow Sun. the African women do not just  
break the rule but equally takes up position and responsibilities those already set for the men in society. 
Debbie is a modern woman who has had a modern English education which helps her in the decision 
which makes her differ from the traditional characters in the African Nigerian Literature. Debbie 
represents the author’s thoughts as she voices her feelings with a political fervour. Born to wealthy 
parents she defies her parents and join the army, she abandons the comfort offered by their position in 
order to bring the nation out of corruption. Though she sacrifices her honour and life she is still far from 
receiving recognition.  
 
The civil war that shook Nigeria was gruesome and barbaric. Children were separated from parents, 
loved ones were shot dead in front of the family and the war left many women and children displaced. 
Debbie, the new woman, does not give up on the mission even after the humiliation and rape, she 
continues her journey to unite the nation. She shares her journey with a woman who lost her husband, 
children who lost their mother and a woman who gives birth to a boy in the bush and named him 
‘Biafra’ which is ironic. During the time of crisis or a war time children does not belong to their parents 
alone but also to the community which is a beautiful example set by the African women. The other 
woman takes the place of the woman who has been killed or detained.  The contributions of women 
cannot be denied as in the late sixties when persecutions against the Igbo's took place, the only comfort 
and hope for existence came from the declaration of Biafra. The women were not taking the back seats 
during the war when the atrocities were meted out to the Igbo's. The women took charge of the ‘war 
kitchen’, they sew the uniform for the Biafran soldiers without expecting anything in return. They took 
the responsibilities of the family and providing for them in the absence of the men.  
 
There was always scarcity of food, medicine and basic necessities. The women in Biafra in order to keep 
the market open  and to provide for the hungry Biafrans ventured into the enemy border to exchange 
food items and if they are lucky they would buy things that they require with the Nigerian currency that 
they have.  
 
The contribution of the women during the war of Nigeria-Biafra cannot be ignored. These women of 
Igbo community are not voiceless and they are not silent. Writers like Flora Nwapa, Buchi Emecheta, 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adhichi has placed the women in the foreground and they deserve to be in the 
forefront for all the efforts that they had put throughout their lives as daughters, wife, and mothers and 
as responsible citizen.  
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