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Abstract: To elevate the marginalized and vulnerable community of poor, to protect the natural 
resources of the world, to provide proper food and shelter to all, to provide equal opportunity for quality 
education and healthcare, to sustain the life on this planet, development is necessary on all the frontiers. 
Sustainable development is the development of present by keeping the needs of future in mind. It’s 
about meeting the diverse need of all the people who exist coherently in the society by promoting 
personal wellbeing, social cohesiveness and inclusiveness, and creating equal opportunities. To make 
sure this happens, UN has come up with “2030 agenda for sustainable development” which has 17 goals 
for all the countries to be achieved by 2030. In India, gap between idea and practice is widened because 
of lack of finance and human centric, capitalist mindset of people. This paper deals with the concept of 
sustainable development, what are the major goals set by the International Body, how different set of 
countries are taking up this challenge and coming up with ways to fulfil the goals with the help of case 
studies collected through secondary research and finally, why, despite the policies, initiatives and 
regulations by the government, there are gaps in ideas and implementation. The paper concludes with 
the focus on the means of implementation for the SGDs.  
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Definition: In the terms of the 1987 Brundtland Report, sustainability is "Meeting the needs of 
the present generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
needs." (Brundtland, 1987, pp. 41) [1] 
 
When we look around ourselves, we see problems resulting from unsustainable development leading to 
global warming on one hand resulting in adverse fluctuations in climatic changes to large-scale financial 
crisis due to irresponsible banking on the other. The problem in these situation lies in the handling of 
the present resources which we have. 
 
This concept of sustainable development has been interpreted in many different ways over years, but at 
its core, it’s an approach to development which balances the social, economic and environmental 
necessities and limitations we face as a society to the needs of the future generation.  
 
In our daily lives, we face the consequences of development driven by one particular need, and this one 
need driven development usually ignores the future impact.  
 
To tackle this at every step a policy or law has been formulated. Right from the institutional level to that 
of the international level. In households, the education of children, equal treatment of both the genders, 
to institutional level, equality of pay scheme to equality in opportunities, to international level, 
eradication of poverty, sustainable communities, prevention and smart allocation of present resources. 
The idea for the sustainable development is there but the gap between the ideas and the final 
implementation and getting it in practice is huge.  
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This is where the awareness and knowledge of sustainability comes in. Sustainable development is the 
development of any community or this planet as a whole while keeping in mind the needs of the future 
generation in mind. In concept, it seems simple and easily applicable, but in application, it’s much more 
difficult.  
 
For ex. Take the issue of poverty. Everyone knows it’s a bane and should be eradicated. The rationale for 
the eradication, to provide equal living conditions and better facilities to people with lower income. 
Minimum level of wages to everyone and more employment opportunities. But in practice, the problem 
of corruption, middle men, unwillingness to work, cheating, and weak implementation become the 
hindering factors. Hence the gap between the idea and the practices in implementing the concept of 
sustainable development prevails. 
 
Goals of Sustainable Development: Critics have always believed that the idea of sustainable 
development is ambiguous and normative to solve the complex problems of the society. The difference 
lies in the gap between the idea of sustainable development and the whole practice and implementation 
process. To tackle this gap, we need to understand sustainable development as not from a goal point of 
view but as a dynamic, ever changing process point of view. Where the concept changes according to 
the unpredictability of the environment and not stay dormant, changes according to the changes in 
technologies due to innovations and discoveries. It is not a single direction process, it is a multi-
directional and dimensional process which operates on multi-level scales. (Newman, 2005, pg. no. 635-
636) [2] 

 
To maintain the harmony between multi-level processes, United Nations General Assembly, in 
September 2015, adopted the “universal, integrated and transformative" 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The goals are to be implemented and 
achieved in every country from the year 2016 to 2030. 
 

In the latest meeting of the Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, with the President of United 
Nations General Assembly, Mogens Lykketoft, in August 2016, the progress of India in these sustainable 
goals was presented. According to the report 3: 
1. Poverty: Between the year 2012 and 2015, number of Indians below the poverty line reduced by half. 
2. Ending Hunger: in 2006, 40% of children under 3 years were underweight. 
3. Quality education: Literacy rates rose by more than 20% between 1991 and 2011. But enrolment in 

primary education remained 88% in 2014. 
4. Access to Clean Water and Sanitation: in 2012, 87% of households had access to improved sources of 

drinking water. But in 2012, 59% of rural household still didn’t have access to sanitation. 
 
Strategies for Success: 
a) Government of Canada: Error! Reference source not found.Error! Reference source not found. 
Aim: To find a long-term solution that will protect ecosystems from acid rain 
b) Government of Uganda:  
Aim: Solar Drying of Crops without the Disadvantages of Leaving Crop Vulnerable to Rain and Pests 
c) India: The Living Greens- Rooftop Farming: 
Aim: To grow organic vegetables on every roof and to convert every building into a living green 
building, thus generating the largest number of urban carbon credits in the world. 
d) India: Waste Ventures – Waste Management:  
Aim: Averts up to 90% of waste from dumpsites and produces nutrient-rich organic compost. 
e) Mongolia: Inclusive Finance for Sustainable Development: [5] 
Aim: Avoiding the ‘Resource Curse’ which requires expanded financing for climate change adaptation, 
economic diversification and improvement in health and education in the rural and over-populated 
areas. 
f) Mt. Owen Biodiversity Offset Strategy, Australia: Error! Reference source not found.Error! Reference source not found. 
Aim: To replenish the effect of disturbing activities such as mining, grazing, firewood collection and 
recreational activities on the natural biosphere of Mt. Owen. 
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g) Nepal: Decentralized Renewables: 
Aim: Expanding household access to reliable electricity services leads to sustainable development and 
therefore, in reducing the poverty in Nepal.  
h) Nigeria: Turning Waste into Energy and Fertilizer: [7] 
Aim: To treat the abattoir waste to decrease its harmful effects before its disposal to prevent it from 
polluting the surface and underground water. 
i) South Africa: Working for Water:  
Aim: To generate employment and reducing food insecurities by cleaning local water bodies of alien 
plants and releasing additional water. 
 
Ideas for Execution:  
1. Observation: Rural remote places on the outskirts of Pilani suffer from lack of availability of food and 
medicines. 
Problem: Lack of availability of food for locals in rural areas 
Ref. to Case Study: Marine Reserves for Octopus in Madagascar [8] 
Theme: Availability of Food 
Sol. to Problems: In Pilani and nearby towns, availability of Karira, is abundant and its consumption 
can be increased to reduce the dependence on other food items 
 
2. Observation: Water shortage faced by locals who travel a lot of distance to fill buckets for daily 
consumption 
Problem: Depletion of water table in Rajasthan due to excessive use of water 
Ref. to Case Study: D&D Ecotech 
Theme: Rainwater Harvesting 
Sol. to Problems: Pilani enjoys considerable amount of rainfall during monsoon. Using that water for 
consumption can reduce the strain on the water table which is depleting. 
 
3. Observation: Locals, especially women, suffer from lack of education and proper awareness about 
healthcare 
Problem: Lack of education and healthcare awareness 
Ref. to Case Study: Digital Greens 
Theme: Education and Healthcare 
Sol. to Problems: Spreading awareness, conducting regular health-camps and regular after school 
workshops can elevate the level of knowledge about day to day problems and their convenient solutions 
 
4. Observation: BITS, CEERI and other neighboring rural places have increased the use of plastic 
Problem: Lack of place for safe disposal of waste 
Ref. to Case Study: Banyan Nation 
Theme: Reduction of Wastage 
Sol. to Problems: Reduction in usage of plastic and recycling of plastic through adapting technology to 
convert it into plastic with greater life cycle 
 
5. Observation: Making use of solar energy 
Problem: 1. Lack of constant electric supply 2. Lack of cheap electric supply 
Ref. to Case Study: Fourth Partner Energy 
Theme: Renewable Source of Energy 
Sol. to Problems: Building of rooftop solar panels could help in capturing the abundant solar energy 
we’re blessed with and converting into electricity for use. 
 
6. Observation: Outside the campus of BITS Pilani, the number of trees are lesser and the significant 
increase in temperature can be felt during summers. 
Problem: Lack of Trees for purposes other than greenery 
Ref. to Case Study: SayTrees 
Theme: Plantation of Trees 
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Sol. to Problems: Trees like Neem, Mango, Ber, Guava etc. can provide fruits as well as shelter to birds 
and animals in the scorching heat of Rajasthan 
 
Conclusion: As we have seen in the report, the goals for sustainable development are set and firm on 
their grounds. They include the overall equality among all the spheres of life and not just the protection 
of the environment. The 17 goals set by the UN in 2015, are periodically measured and evaluated to see 
the progress of the country in the area. It also brings to the light the lack of implementation or focus or 
initiatives in some areas. The examples showcased the best of practices adopted by the countries to 
tackle the challenge of sustainable development and growth and hence go towards greater development. 
The second part of the report focused upon the problems faced by locals and then suggestions were 
made in order to tackle these problems which were adopted and modified through those case studies. 
For ex, in the case of India, where there is significant decline in the poverty rate and growth in the GDP 
of the country, there is lack of equality amongst all the genders. On one hand, non-profit organization 
and companies are trying to increase the green cover and simultaneously focus on the conservation of 
natural art, heritage and culture, they are also promoting the welfare of the overall society. Because, 
unless the people are happy, satisfies and educated, there can be no scope for the development, let alone 
any kind of thinking for sustainable development. In developing countries like India, foreign 
investments, international trading opens the doors for economic benefits and hence, improve the 
quality of life of people by increasing the employment. 
 
The sustainable future of the country, the three pillars or domains of sustainable development, i.e. 
Social, Environmental and Economic have to be balanced on the ground of moral and ethical values of 
the country. Then only the goal of a better India, a better and more secured future for India and for the 
world be achieved. It all begins from the local area and when problems are realized on local scale and 
solution are suggested and implemented, then only, the goal of a better society can be achieved. The 
role of civil society will be very important for the success of such goals, and therefore, it is important to 
mainstream them into the planning process. It is also necessary to have clear means of implementation 
for the SDGs, which can be the building blocks including financing, governance, and availability of 
technology.       
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