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Abstract: The condition of women, in Indian society, is something that has been under a lot of 
discussion and deliberation in the present social and cultural context. Women are treated a lot 
differently and are discriminated which is portrayed in a lot of literary works. While some of these are 
just made up stories, most of them give a true description of what is happening in the present society. As 
Plato has stated, literature is an imitation of the sensible world and thus through this literature, we can 
come to know the actual conditions of women in current society. 
With this in context, we look at the condition of women in Indian society, especially the village areas as 
given in the 2nd part of the text "Lost Springs" by Anees Jung. In the text, she tells us how women are 
treated in a family of Bangle sellers. Feminist approach as a method of criticism has been used in this 
paper to analyse the condition of the women and thus point out the problems in it. This paper aims to 
critically analyse female narrations and discourses of the society and how it creates female narrative 
literature by female authors/poets. Thus, the paper tries to contextualize the text in modern society. 
This paper also suggests solutions for the above said problems mentioned in the text and thus the 
society. 
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Introduction: "Lost Spring" by Anees Jung is used as the primary text for this research paper. This 
paper talks about the differences faced by the female gender in cultural context and its portrayal in 
literature. Literature represents notions of the society, and thus, analysing a literary text can unfold 
multiple understanding about different elements of society like gender, religion, culture etc.  
 
The condition of women in rural India and its literary representation is analysed in the paper. The paper 
seeks to analyse the female narrations and discourses which exists in the society and how it shapes 
female narratives in literary field. Feminist criticism is used as the theoretical framework to 
contextualise the text in modern context.  
 
The condition of women in India is a topic under a lot of deliberation and discussion in modern times. 
The condition of women in the third world countries are not as good as one might say it is. The 
condition of women in developed countries like United States of America and Britain are far better as 
when compared to the women of the second world and third world countries. Men are greatly revered in 
India. Their status is much higher than that of women. They are treated as the major or the sole 
breadwinners of the family. When a woman comes out as a capable person with a superior intellect than 
that of the male of that family, she is usually shunned aside by the men or the society in traditional 
India. A man is given much more importance in traditional Indian families. The women of the house or 
the wife is supposed to eat after the males when rest of the family finish their food. They are supposed to 
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wait on them and provide them with care. In turn the wife or the woman acts as if she is his belonging 
and the husband has a duty to take care of her which he may or may not fulfil. 
In traditional India, one can see the women being treated unfairly when the male member of the family 
enters the house. In the second part of the story "Lost Spring" by Anees Jung, we see the daughter-in-law 
of the house covering her face as the father-in-law comes into the house. In such villages or even in big 
households, the women are treated as if they are not equals. The story shows us that the women are 
supposed to be inferior to men. The story is taken from the class 12 NCERT English textbook, 
"Flamingo". The story tells us about the ambitions of children even though they have predetermined 
roles to play in the society. The protagonist of the story is Mukesh, who aims to become a motor 
mechanic. The story mainly shows three female characters, Mukesh's grandmother, sister-in-law and 
another girl called Savita. As the story shows us the predetermined roles that the children are forced to 
play, the society also predetermines roles for the women or the females in the society. As Pramod K 
Nayar says in his book "Contemporary Literary and Cultural Theory", females are made to fit into the 
roles that the society creates for them. All the roles that the females are made to fit into are social roles 
and not biological. As we see in the story, the grandmother says that making bangles is his destiny. 
Similarly, for the female to be cast aside as can be seen in the story and to be the one who does all the 
housework is destiny for her. She is made to fit into her role of the daughter-in-law of the house. 
 
The role of women in a society is determined socially which is not natural. One is born into the society 
and is made to adhere to its rules, created by men and not anybody else. The concepts of religion, caste 
(as can be seen in the story) are all tools which help the society to impose this inequality. The men are 
supposed to make bangles according to the caste that they are born in. Similarly, women are supposed 
to behave as seen in the story. The concept of gender being social comes into play. The concept of sex is 
biological while the concept of gender is something that is originated from the society. One is supposed 
to adhere to the gender norms and rules or they will get shunned off or cast aside. 
 
Even though the story is about a boy and his dream, the author being a female does show a bit of justice 
to the female characters by speaking boldly about the condition of the women. She gives us an image of 
Mukesh's brother's wife who has an amount of respect in the house as the daughter-in-law of the house. 
Even though she gets such a respect from the members of the family, she is shunned away when it 
comes to other matters. She has spoken in a way that gives us the idea that such cultural differences do 
enable the consent of the woman to be subordinated in one way or the other. When someone writes a 
story involving villages and families as seen in "Lost Springs", one does incorporate the oppressed female 
in the narration. One of the main characteristics of such a narration is that the female allows herself to 
be oppressed or subordinated or as is shown by the author to be someone who does not have a will of 
her own. Such narrations, even if painful, show the truth about the early Indian society and its practices. 
Women are treated a lot differently and are discriminated against in a lot of literary works. While some 
of these are just made up stories, most of them give a true description of what is happening in the 
present society. Narrations which show rich households tell us how much freedom they enjoy when 
compared to the other households from villages who are a bit more traditional. The rich do give more 
say to the women and do help them to attain their dreams more than the traditional households. Thus, 
might be because of the fact that they are more educated than the village households who are more 
traditional in their thinking and education. 
 
Nowadays, the female literary texts show a great amount of justice to the female characters, depicting 
them as independent women. Modern texts do not remain quiet on the atrocities faced by women. 
These texts helped the women in attaining the freedom that they enjoy now. The women are not seen as 
objects of sexual pleasure or some belonging of the men, instead they are depicted as independent 
characters. This is a major solution to the problem of discrimination faced by the women. This can only 
happen through proper education of the masses especially men. They should see that women have an 
equal right to their life as much as anyone else has for their own. Teaching the children at a young age 
about the value of a life is the best way to ensure fair treatment by them when they grow up. Another 
way is to ensure by law that the women get their rights. The judiciary and the government should 
ensure that the women are not ill-treated and they should ensure their safety.  
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Conclusion: Stories mirrors society. A part of it is fictional and another part represents the true 
elements of society. Condition of women in rural India has been a topic for multiple exploration in 
recent times. By analyzing the text “Lost Spring” by Anees Jung, attempt has been made to contextualize 
the story and its theme in modern context. Solutions has been proposed to tackle female differences in 
society. Female narrations are thus proved to be representor of actual female position in society. 
Literature is being used as a medium to raise voice against the atrocities faced by females in society.  
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