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Abstract: “At stake is the human right to be different, the right to recognition of different pathways of 
sexuality, a right to immunity from the oppressive and repressive labelling of despise sexuality.’’ 
Upendra 
Baxi

 

Sexual identity is a matter of choice, deserved to be enjoyed by each and every individual. The 
unacceptability of homosexuality prevailing in the Indian society that is categorized as a disease has a 
social stigma attached to it, resulting into discrimination and condemnation subjected to the 
homosexuals.  
The area of study under the research is the portrayal of homosexuality in Onir’s films (My Brother Nikhil 

and I Am). It looks at the reception of queer representation by the society. The context of closet 
homophobia and the spiral of silence have been observed and coded.The sample for the research is a 
group of homosexuals and heterosexuals (4 for each sexually varied group).  
The participants (age group 18-40), based on their volunteer agreement to be a part of the study, have 
been involved according to their preferred sexual orientation, as the criterion for the classification of 
groups. The methodology used has been Extended Focused Group discussion. The films were screened 
in the M.A. Mass Communication classroom, to ensure effective viewing. The questionnaires were 
distributed among the audiences prior to the group discussions to bring about the contradictions or 
absences of mentioned viewpoints. The findings revealed that homosexuality as an individualistic choice 
is gradually gaining acceptance by the society. The stigmatization associated, is perceptibly getting 
reduced.  It was also concluded that considering the time frames in which Onir’s  films have been made 
( My brother Nikhil-2005 and I Am- 2011), there have been various opinions about the portrayal of 
homosexuality from being justified to inefficient. Respondents felt that other films like ‘Dostana’, 
‘Fashion’ and ‘Page 3’ have been better at confronting stereotypes. During the research while interacting 
with the LGBT people the politics within the LGBT community was discovered, as visible through the 
patriarchal representation in Onir’s films.  
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Introduction: ‘Homosexuality” from being an alienated word during the 1990s India, is lately 
comingout of its closet. The air surrounding the concept is gradually getting demystified. Over thelast 
few decades, the movements for the rights of people having a different sexual identityare pacing on the 
way of their own. ‘Sandor  Rado  and  Irving  Bieber,  in the  mid 1990’s,  took  a  more  vehement stance  
against  homosexuality,  believing  it  to  be  caused  by  pathogenic  families  or  as  a result  of  phobic  
responses  to  heterosexuality’.

13
 ‘The  Aversion  Therapy and  ‘the Behavior  Therapy’

(ii)
were employed  

by  health  professionals to cure homosexuality  considered  as a disease  even by  World  Health  
Organization  until  1991. 
 
The stereotype created by the society formulates our thinking at large. As a consequence, at a social-
political level, it is considered that there can be only one kind of sexual desire: heterosexuality and that 
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too within a legalized institution called “marriage”. The representations of our ethical conducts get 
moulded and refined by the dominating perspectives of “normal” and “abnormal”. “In response to this 
threat, the system either tries to altogether deny the existence of those deviating from the norm (as in 
the invisiblising of lesbian women), or dismisses them as imports from the West (“It’s only a handful of 
urban, westernized elite who are gay”). When their presence is difficult to ignore, they are punished in 
ways that deny them a life of dignity and freedom.” 

[ii]
 

 
Section 377 of the IPC: “Unnatural Offences: Whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the 
order of nature with any man, woman or animal shall be punished with imprisonment for life or with 
imprisonment of either description for term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to 
fine”. 
 
Explanation: Penetration is sufficient to constitute the carnal intercourse necessary to the offense 
described in this section. 
 
The ambit of Section 377, which was devised to criminalize and prevent homosexual associations - 
sodomy in particular, extends to any sexual union involving penile insertion. Thus even consensual 
heterosexual acts such as fellatio and digital penetration may be a punishable offense under this 
law.This law was struck down by the 2009 Delhi High Court decision Naz Foundation v. Govt. of NCT of 

Delhi. It legalized gay sex among consenting adults, holding that the law making it a criminal offence 
violates fundamental rights. However, Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, which criminalises 
homosexuality, will continue for non-consensual and non-vaginal sex. 
 
"We declare that Section 377 of IPC in so far as it criminalises consensual sexual acts of adults in private 
is violative of Articles 14, 21 and 15 of the Constitution," a bench comprising Chief Justice A P Shah and 
Justice S Murlidhar declared on July 2, 2009. 
 
Homosexuality is a concept that is still allowed to breathe only under the couch. Indian society isn’t yet 
permeable towards an open discussion on matters related to sexuality, let alone homosexuality. Cinema 
as a media tool has a strong impact on the society. It is the representation of the prevalent culture, and a 
prelude to the trends of near future. The felt needs, for the ideas that need to be incepted by the society, 
can be well catered through cinema. It holds the prowess to initiate movements that can change the 
perception of the society. 
 
There is a notable initiative taken by a few Indian directors, throwing light on this facet of reality. The 
films like Fire (1996), Bomgay (1996), Mango Soufflé (2002), Girlfriend (2004), Kal Ho Naa ho (2004), My 
Brother Nikhil (2005), Honeymoon Travels Pvt. Ltd  (2007), Dostana (2008) and I am (2011) portrays the 
various aspects of the homosexuality.  
 
Though  Hollywood  treated  same  sex  relationships  with  a  certain  degree  of  deference,  Bollywood 
‘s  apathetic  attitude  to  such  subjects  can  be  attributed  to  the  stigma  attached  to  homosexual  
relations by  the  above  stated  law.  This  difference  in  treatment  of  the  subject  can  also  be  
attributed  to  the  attitude  of  the  populace  specific  to  the  particular  countries  in  which  the  film  
industries  exist. As Daniel Pillai observes “For the most part those that appear in Bollywood films, 
mainstream Hindi cinema, does not necessarily present homosexuality in a positive light’’. It is more 
often represented as a comic relief. The plainness of a story can be done away by interlacing it with 
Queer representation. This is the dominant thought that most film makers are keeping in the 
foregrounds. “It is deeply offending for me to see homosexuality portrayed in a comedic fashion.’’ he 
remarks. A realistic viewpoint needs to be seen by the camera and represented to the masses. This  
engenders  another  debate  of  what  is  ‘natural’ and  what  is ‘ unnatural’. 
 

“Indian cinema, like any other cinema industry, both reflects and is reflected through the country’s 
political, economic, social and cultural aspects.” Cinema is a window to our cultural domains. Cinema 
acts as a strong tool of communication. It grabs all the senses to stimulation.  
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There is a dire need to formulate mass opinion about the issue of homosexuality. Since  Onir  is  himself  
a  self  proclaimed  gay,  it  is  important  to  analyze  the reception  of  his  films  both  in  the  
homosexual  and  heterosexual  community. Also to understand whether  there  is  a  change  in  the  
perception  of   the  audience  about  homosexuality and whether  the  homosexuals  are  satisfied  with  
the  portrayal  of  their  community needs.  
 
The  fact  that  such  films like  ‘My   brother  Nikhil’  and  ‘I am’  are  being  shown  and  the  society  is  
being  less critical  of  the  people  who  belong  to  the   homosexual  community   challenges  the  gaze  
of  the  “civil”  society.  It  is  important  to note  whether  the  production  of  such  films  help  in 
homosexuality  to  no  longer  being  seen  as  “ abnormal”.  
 
This study was undertaken with the primary intent of delving into Onir’s films in an attempt gauge the 
extent to which his representation of a select community of people, i.e. homosexuals is realistic. The aim 
of this research was to show how homosexuals dwell in the Indian society plagued by all kinds of socio- 
political biases, which in turn leads to the derogatory phenomenon of homophobia and their demeaning 
stereotyping and caricaturing. Effort has been made to examine the extent to which Onir has sincerely 
approached the topic of homosexuality and has been successful in breaking the stereotypes associated 
with homosexuals.      
 
Methodology: 
Objectives: 
1. To analyze the closeness of Onir’s cinema to reality and to study if there has been any change in the 

perception of homosexuality among audiences subsequent to Onir’s films. 
2. To analyze the ‘Spiral of Silence’ among participants in the Extended Focus Group Discussions 

Conducted. 
3. To conduct a semiotic study of Onir’s films.(‘My Brother Nikhil’-2005 and ‘I Am Omar’-2011) 
 
Sample: 
Heterosexuals: 4 males and 4 females. 
Homosexuals:  4 individuals. 
Age group: 18-40 years.  
 
Method: It is a Qualitative study because it aims to look at the reception of the portrayal of 
‘homosexuality’ in Onir’s cinema, its closeness to the reality and the closet homophobia revolving 
around, through ‘Extended Focused Group Discussions’. Also, a semiotic study of the films (My Brother 
Nikhil and I Am) is done. The specific parts of the movie that portray ‘homosexuality’ have been 
analyzed. 
The construct, body language of the homosexual characters, their costumes, gestures and dialogues have 
been mainly focused upon. Extended focused group discussion (which involves a distribution of 
questionnairesamong participants, prior to the discussion), to unveil the ambiguities by bringing up the 
contradictions or absences of mentioned viewpoints during the group discussion. 
 
Findings 

Onir & His Politics And Closet Homophobia: “A lot of people told me that I shouldn’t show two men 
being caught together in my film. I thought why should we be scared of showing what is happening in 
real life? When people can read about it, when they can gossip about it, why can’t it be portrayed in 
films? Bollywood seems to be the only one shying away from this topic”, said  Madhur Bhandarkar,  who  
offered  the  audience  a  peek  into  the  culture  of  homosexuality  in  his  film  ‘Page 3’, which  opened 
in theatres all across India  in 2005.  
 
‘My  Brother  Nikhil’ directed  by  Onirban  followed  suit ,  indulging in  greater  depth  into  the  highly  
controversial  and  critical  subject  this  time. Despite  winning  awards  abroad  and  accolades  in  
India, ‘My  Brother  Nikhil’  , was  snubbed  at  many  award  functions  in  India.  “Our society has 
double standards and the film reflects them.  
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In  his  films, ‘ My Brother Nikhil’  and  ‘I Am’,  Onir  has  presented  a  very  honest  portrayal  of  the  
major  issues  and  concerns  affecting  the  homosexuals,  ranging  from  the  widely  prevalent  closet  
homophobia,  which  forces  homosexuals  to go  underground  in  an  attempt  to  shroud  their  sexual  
identity,  thus  leading  to  the  lack  of  adequate  knowledge  about  diseases  like  HIV/Aids,  to  being  
stereotyped  as  effeminate  and  projected  as  drag queens  or  sequined  sissies.  
 
Closeted  and  in  the  closet  are  metaphors  used  to  describe  lesbian,  gay, bisexual,  trandgender,  
queer/ questioning  and  intersex (LGBTQI) people  who  have not  disclosed  their  sexual  orientation  
or  gender  identity  and  aspects  thereof, including  sexual  identity  and  sexual  behavior. ‘Being  in  
the  closet  is  described  as  a “life- shaping  pattern  of  concealment’’. Being  closeted  is  linked  with  
high  anxiety,  low  self-esteem,  increased  risk  for  suicide  and  general  lack  of  fulfillment.’ 
 

Homophobia can also be associated with the ‘Spiral of Silence’. The spiral of silence is a political 
science and mass communication theory propounded by the German political scientist Elisabeth Noelle-
Neumann. The theory asserts that a person is less likely to voice an opinion on a topic if one feels that 
one is in the minority for fear of reprisal or isolation from the majority. 
 
 In   the  Indian  scenario,  both  religion  and law  compete with  each  other  to  achieve  newer  heights  
of  moral control. The  annulment  of  Section  377 in 2009  by  Delhi  High  Court saw  the  judicial  
move  being  hugely  condemned  by  religious  fundamental  leaders  Abdul  Khaliq  Madrasi, the vice- 
chancellor of  Dar-ul-Uloom,  the  main university for  Islamic  education  in  India  commented that ‘ 
such a decision  brought  western  culture  to  India  and  would  corrupt  Indian  boys  and  girls ’. The  
Hindu fundamentalist  parties,  Bhartiya  Janata Party  and  the  Shiv Sena hold a  similar  opinion  about  
homosexuality. 
 
In both  his  films , ‘My Brother Nikhil’  and  ‘I Am Omar’  Onir  delves into  discrimination  
homosexuals  suffer  and  fear  that  they  constantly  live  in  of their  sexual  identity being  disclosed  in  
the  society.  They  are  blackmailed  and  even  sexually  abused  as  Onir  shows  in  his  film  ‘I Am ’. 
My  Brother  Nikhil,  depicted  the  story  of  a  gay  man's  struggle  with  his family  and  his  country  
after  contracting  the  HIV  virus.    
 

In the movie,’ I Am’ , Onir shows how a male homosexual Omar, portrayed by Rahul Bose in the film is 
tortured and sexually abused by a thug who poses as a policeman deriving authority from Section377 
which criminalized  homosexuality.  
 
Queer Representation Politics: Queer  Representation  celebrates  the  eclectic,  diverse  nature  of  
gay  and  lesbian culture  and  its  production. Judith  Butler  argued  that  such  a  use  of  the  ‘queer’ 
didn’t  simply  redefine  a  term  of  derision  into  one  of  celebration . Calling  into question   the  very  
nature  of  power,  queering  was  a ‘linguistic practice  whose purpose  has  been   the  shaming  of  the  
subject  it  names.’  (Butler 1993, 226). 
 
The   queer  representation  in  Onir’s   films  is  indeed  a  step  forward  to  make  the presence  of  the  
gays  felt  in  the  society,  but  it  is  seen  that  the  hard  hitting questions  of  female  homosexuality  is  
not  addressed  in  Onir’s  films. During  the course  of  the  research  it was  found  out  that  some  
correspondents  feel  that  at  least the  issue  of   homosexuality  was  raised. Sexuality  minorities  in  
India ,  who  include  gays,  lesbians,  bisexuals  and  transsexuals,  face  intense  discrimination  and  
violation  of  their  human  rights  at  the hands  of  the  state  and  society.   
Onir has portrayed the sexual abuse of a gay (Jai played by Rahul Bose.)  by  a police  official ( played  by  
Abhimanyu  Singh)  in  his  film  “I am”. Thus, portraying the plight and trauma of countless gays. The  
fact  that  money  was  raised  for  the  film  by  crowd-sourcing,  which  is  that  the director  and  co-
producer  Sanjay  Suri  asked  for  donations  on  Facebook  shows  that  such  films  which  deal  with  
controversial  issues  face  problems  during  the  production  stages.  A  great   deal   of  misconceptions  
about  homosexuality  is  achieved  through  the  silence  of  the  media  which  is  closely  related  to  the  
Spiral  of  Silence.  
 



English Studies International Research Journal Volume 6  Issue  1                               ISSN 2347 – 3479 

 

 
IMRF Biannual Peer Reviewed (Refereed) International Journal | SE Impact Factor 2.73           |    25 

Semiotic Analysis: Onir   attempts  to  reveal  that  eschewed  facet  of  homosexuals  which to  this  
date  is  hidden  from  the  viewers  because  of  a  predominant  sense  of  intolerance  prevailing  in  the  
society  vis-a vis  this  set  of  people. From  his  very  first  film,  My  Brother  Nikhil,   Onir  challenged  
the  stereotypes  of  male  homosexuals  who  are  wrongly  portrayed  as  effeminate  in  films.  
 
My Brother Nikhil- Analysis: The  male  protagonist  in his  movie  who  was  a gay was  masculine,  
erotic  and in  every  desirable  for  audience  of both  sex.  Apart  from  addressing  issues  of  
homophobia,  the  film  also  focused   on  HIV/ Aids   and  stigma,  thereby  gaining  a  cult  status  for  
claiming a  space  for   the  queer  first  time in the  mainstream  Indian film  discourse.  It  also  reflects  
the  selfish  attitude  of  the  society  towards  homosexuals  which  forces  them  to remain  ‘in  the  
closet’ and  live  a life  of  frustration  and  depression. 
 
In the film, ‘My brother Nikhil, the character donning the garb of the protagonist was a male 
homosexual. He explicitly did away with the bias of allotting a homosexual character an insignificant 
secondary role, never given a central role out of fear of igniting a debate about the acceptability or 
unacceptability of this group of people in the society. The central character or the ‘hero’ in films was 
assumed to be a heterosexual, always playing a positive role. It was the homosexual who was allotted the 
negative or villainous roles in films.  
 
Gays and lesbians have been categorized negatively, often been seen as morally degenerate. Usually 
homosexuals are portrayed in films in a negative stereotypical way. Thus, Onir has mainstreamed the 
male homosexual, imparting greater respect to the homosexual community in the process. 
 
Onir has successfully dealt with the phenomenon of ‘being closeted’. The fear of being ostracized by his 
parents prevents Nikhil from telling them he is a homosexual. When Nikhil is evicted from his house 
after they realize that Nikhil is an HIV positive, and Nikhil takes refuge at his partner, Nigel’s place, the 
first thing Nigel enquires of him was if he had disclosed his homosexuality to his parents. Onir has 
clearly shown through this scene as well as in the scene when Nikhil is being pushed by his parents to 
marry his childhood friend, the reluctance to reveal his sexual identity. He could anticipate his parents’ 
anger and misbehavior in case he revealed his sexual orientation. 
 
In another scene, Nigel reveals that he felt irritated with Nikhil’s double standards. He thought maybe 
Nikhil did not want to hurt his parents. This dialogue which indicates that Nikhil might have been 
scared that his family and friends would have isolated him had his homosexuality come to their 
knowledge is a further affirmation about the constant tension and fear which hampers the personal 
development of homosexuals by forcing them to remain closeted. 
 
I Am Omar- Analysis: In the Film I Am Omar, once again Onir opens up with a news bulletin playing 
on radio announcing the Delhi High Court’s judgment about gay rights, under which the gay sex ban got 
overturned and according to which gay sex remains a crime no more.  
 
The Protagonist (Jai) played by Rahul Bose carried expression of happiness on his face appears 
contended while sharing the decision taken by the high court over his phone. His mention of self 
freedom and expression of gratitude unveils his sexual orientation to the audiences. 
 
The Protagonist is seen with as a muscular body and a non queer attire and in a different mood and a 
casual attitude is visible by the way he carries. Omar’s glare at Jai denotes his interest in the entrant. Jai’s 
acceptation of the non-verbal invitation further reciprocates the interest. The two are stranger to each 
other, as evident by the formal conversation. 
 
Omar is introduced as a fairly complexioned man. (A trait that is usually associated with feminism), 
wearing a deep neck, light grey colored t-shirt. The shades of skin and the wear further signify an 
association with feminism. 
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The two males get introduced to each other overtly. A handshake, longer than the usual, and a 
continuous eye-contact persists throughout the act of getting acquainted.  
 
The set up of the shot in its visual and aural treatment resembles that of two stereotyped lovers, shown 
in Bollywood cinema. Jai’s character is shown to be more affirmative, strong and dominating. Whereas, 
Omar is portrayed as that of the feminist nature. His outfit, body language and gestures signify 
feminism. 
The policeman knocks at the window when Jai and Omar are in the car and physically involved with 
each other. The scene is set sometime before the Delhi High Court ruling. The body language of Jay and 
Omar after they are interrupted by the policeman show that they are found guilty of the act. The 
trembling in Omar’s voice show that the situation is grim and that they are in trouble. The gays felt that 
they were criminals if they were discovered in some compromising position.  
 
Homosexuality is considered a ‘dirty’ thing by and large by the society. The LGBT people suffer from 
such abuses and isolation not only by civilians but also by the custodians of law. This is mainly due to a 
preset notion that has been socialized in the minds of the people. The lack of awareness about these 
people have led people to think that gays that beating them and treating such people will help them to 
become ‘normal’. 
 
The policeman has an aggressive body language. ‘I am Omar’ is inspired by stories and research material 
provided by the online portal Gay Bombay. There have been many cases where the police have treated 
the gay people brutally in the cruising sites.The policeman signifies the law, because Section 377 is 
antiquated it is used by the policeman to cheat the minorities.  
 
The stigma of homosexuality is such that a homosexual man has the fear of being ostracized. This leads 
them to hide their sexual orientations. It has been observed that a person who is a homosexual is forced 
to marry a heterosexual person by the family members. In fear of their sexual orientation being 
discovered the let themselves become the victims of abuse.   
 
Jai’s body language shows that he is extremely uncomfortable in the presence of the policeman. 
 
The policeman harasses and sexually abuses Jai. Jai is hesitant, his muscles tighten but then Jai is forced 
to perform fellatio.  
 
This shows that in India the law is such that the police can violate the rights of LGBT people. This film 
shows that in Mumbai laws are used to harass and discriminate against same sex desiring people, to be 
more specific against gays.  
 
After the high court 2009 ruling decriminalizing homosexuality in Delhi has helped them fight routine 
police harassment, including the demanding of bribed and threats of arrest.  
 
The film shows the violation of the rights of LGBT people. The High Court ruling is a step which will 
stop the ‘custodians of the country’ from abusing and sexually harassing LGBT people. The film shows 
that some gays have closet homosexuality, they are afraid that they will be deserted and made an outcast 
if they proclaim their sexual orientation. The film has made an attempt to show how homosexuals are 
exploited by con men. 
 
Observations during the Extended Focus Group Discussions: 
1. During the screening of the film it was observed that the heterosexuals found the romantic 

interaction between the gays funny (when Omar was flirting with Jai in the coffee shop). The 
heterosexual audience laughed. This shows that interaction between gays produces an element of fun 
for the heterosexual audience. 

2. During the extended focus group discussion of the heterosexuals it was seen that one of the female 
respondents found that the films made by Onir are biased. One commented that the society in ‘My 
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Brother Nikhil’ was shown as excessively cruel. While one thought that society was cruel towards 
homosexuals when the film was made.  
It was also commented by a participant that the film shows the director’s perspective of the society. 
According to them nowadays the stigma has lessened to a great extent. 

3. It was also observed that one of participant is non-verbal about the idea of wide acceptance of 
homosexuals, by the society. It is evident as she pauses, and looks at others for their viewpoints, 
prefers to add a nod to what others in the group have to say. 

4. During the course of the discussions it was also understood that the portrayal of lesbians is very less 
in fact nil in Hindi cinema. 

 
Conclusion: Onir has mainstreamed the homosexual, imparting greater respectability to this group of 
people. Earlier, the gay or lesbian character played the role of the protagonist’s friend or some other 
marginal role. Onir, through his films, pushes Bollywood to open its doors to such sensitive portrayal of 
homosexuals granting them the attention they deserved keeping in mind the health hazards the 
homosexuals end up facing because of being closeted.(Onir dealt with AIDS in his movie ‘My Brother 

Nikhil’). Both through ‘My Brother Nikhil’ as well as ‘I am Omar’, Onir has made an attempt to break the 
stereotypical presentation of homosexuals as characters of comic relief. The homosexual characters 
portrayed in Onir’s films-‘I am Omar’ and ‘My Brother Nikhil’break from the past trends where they were 
presented as effeminate. The homosexual male presented in Onir’s films is masculine and popular, 
attractive to both males and females. 
 
This research has reignited the antiquated debate as to what is considered normal or natural. Again the 
same question surfaces-Is normal or natural deemed to be the views held by the majority while the 
minority view is considered as unnatural or abnormal. After the Extended Focus Group discussions, it 
was found that the participants thought that Onir was biased however the discussion was concluded 
saying that Onir did well but now an attempt should be made to show that homosexuality is not only 
about sexual preferences but is also about  being  emotionally connected.  More work should be done to 
make the stigma related to homosexuality lessen. During the research it was concluded that people are 
very conscious of their identity. The LGBT people get offended when they are addressed as homosexuals. 
 
In ‘My brother Nikhil’, Nikhil is portrayed in the garb of a ‘hero’, he is an attractive man, an excellent 
swimmer and his father’s pet. In a turn of events he is diagnosed with AIDS. The audience is compelled 
to feel pathos for the protagonist. The difference was that Onir kept the sexual orientation of the 
protagonist as a gay. This was a method employed by Onir to gain audience acceptance.  
 
During the research it was difficult to invite the LGBT people for screening and discussions since they 
are a closed group, it required time and effort to bring them for the screening and discussions. People 
from the LGBT community were more open to questionnaires being sent to them rather than they 
coming for the screening. The research helped to understand that in order to bring them to join such 
discussion the researches have to invade their space. Onir as a director has contributed to the LGBT 
community but not a lot. The fact that people in Hindi Cinema will not come out to accept such cinema 
results in the same actors doing similar cinema hence it fails to garner large audience and is related to 
only a specific group of people. 
 
Acknowledgements: We would like to acknowledge the support and guidance provided to us during 
our research by our guide Ms. Anandana Kapur. Without her continuous guidance we would not have 
been able to successfully complete this report. We would like to express our gratitude to a large number 
of writers and publications that we have quoted throughout our research. We would also like to offer 
our vote of thanks to everyone who has participated in our research and helped us in this journey.  
 
References: 
 
1. Gay abandon in Bollywood by Shubha Shetty-Saha, www.dnaindia.com-1/19/06 



English Studies International Research Journal Volume 6  Issue  1                               ISSN 2347 – 3479 

 

 
Journal Published by IMRF Journals | July (2018) Edition                                                        |    28 

2. Indian Court Overturns Gay Sex Ban - By HEATHER TIMMONS and HARI KUMAR, New York 
Times on 07/03/09 http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/03/world/asia/03india.html?pagewanted= 
print 

3. India-SodomyLaws.org http://www.sodomylaws.org/world/india/ india.html 
4. Leading Indians urge end of "monstrous" gay sex law- Reuters- By Mark Williams 9/16/06 
5. www.globalgayz.com/g-india.html, 30-01-2008 
6. India: Blustering Sahibs and Section 377- Review of review of "This Alien Legacy" - Economic & 

Political Weekly EPW august 29, 2009 vol xliv no 35 - 08/29/09 
7. Queer-Way-Art: How natural is normal? by Nivedita Menon 
8. Gay, but not carefree- A homosexual in India is up against not just the law but also social 

ostracisation.-by VIJAY NAGASWAMI, www.hinduonnet.com - 09/14/08 
9. UN Tells India to Decriminalize Homosexual Sex to Fight AIDS- By Gudrun Schultz 

www.lifesitenews.com 01/13/06 
10. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Closeted 
11. http://revelandriot.com/resources/internalized-homophobia 
12. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiral_of_silence 
13. There simply ain't no cure for love- India Together 3/6/06 
14. http://www.indiatogether.org /2006/apr/hrt-nocure.html 
15. http://www.nytimes.com /2005/04/06/movies/06bomb.html, 30-01-2008 
16. Duberman, Martin Queer Representations: Reading lives, reading culture: A center foe Lesbian & 

and studies book. 
17. Valocchi, Stephen Dec 2005. Not yet Queer Enough: The Lessons of Queer Theory for the Sociology 

of Gender and, No. 6 (Dec., 2005), pgs. 750-770Published by: Sage Publications, Inc. 
18. Glick, Elisa. 2000.  Sex Positive: Feminism, Queer Theory, and the Politics of Transgression 

Feminist (Spring, 2000), pgs. 19-45 
19. Voss, Barbara L. Oct 2000.Feminisms, Queer Theories, and the Archaeological Study of Past 

Sexualities pgs. 180-192 
20. Kuhar, Roman. 2003. Media Representations of Homosexuality. 
21. Film: A Critical Appreciation by Maria Pramaggoire and Tom Walis,Laurence King Publication  
22. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heterosexuality 
23. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT> (12.02.2012) 
24. Film: A Critical Appreciation by Maria Pramaggoire and Tom Walis,Laurence King Publication 
25. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queer>www.thefreedictionary.com/representation 

26. http://www.uvm.edu/~tstreete/semiotics_and_ads/terminology.html> 
27. Film: A Critical Appreciation by Maria Pramaggoire and Tom Walis, Laurence King Publication 

28. Semiotics for Beginners by Daniel Chandler  
29. http://www.aber.ac.uk/media/Documents/S4B/sem02.html 
30. <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Section_377_of_the_Indian_Penal_Code> (12.02.2012) 
31. <http://www.nazindia.org/judgement_377.pdf> (12.02.2012) 
 
 
 

*** 
  


