
Social Sciences International Research Journal  : Volume 2 Issue 2 (2016)                                                  ISSN 2395-0544 

 

 

IMRF Journals

 

IMPACT OF TELEVISION ON CULTURAL LIFE OF LAMBANI WOMEN: A STUDY ON 
GADAG DISTRICT 

 

SUVARNA.S KAMBI, PROF. ONKARGOUDA KAKADE 

 
Abstract: Lambani Community is a tribe which has been considered as scheduled caste by the government of 
Karnataka. They can be found all over India but their population is concentrated in the states of Rajasthan, 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Telangana. Lambani community is famous for their costume, 
culture and customs. Their singing, dancing, handicrafts, dressing style and the style of living is totally 
different from any other culture. But today this culture is also gradually changing by impact of media. Media is 
a tool to communicate with people. Due to globalization and exposure to media, Lambani culture is rapidly 
changing. Today because of modernization, they can easily get information through television. But it is 
necessary to know which type of information they are getting, and how this information is affecting their 
traditions, culture and customs. This study focuses on the impact of media on the cultural life of the Lambanis. 
The study will be conducted in two Tandas (communities) of Gadag District of Karnataka. For this study 
survey method will be applied. 60 women respondents will be selected from each tanda. Totally 120 lambani 
women are selected as respondents. 
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Introduction: We are living in an era of 
globalization. Everything is being modernized 
including style of living, culture, customs, languages, 
traditions, thoughts and all. All of it is happening 
because of media impact on the society. Lambani 
people are usually living outside the villages and 
cities. Their place of habitat is called as a Thanda. 
There is communication gap between villagers and 
the Lambanis as Lambanis are isolated from the main 
stream. Even the media exposure is less compared to 
those of the villagers living near them. This is why the 
development of lambani community is going slow 
compared to others.  
Lambani community has its own unique history and 
cultural heritage and has made its mark on the globe. 
However, due to influence of western culture and 
urbanization, it is losing its foot in the society. The 
specialty of the lambani community is that though 
they are living in different states, they don’t give up 
their traditional culture nor do they assimilate.  
But today media is introducing and trying to push 
them towards modernization. Because of this the 
social and culture aspects of lambani community is 
being affected by the Television. But today gradually 
this community is not able to cope up with the 
change according to the mainstream society. There is 
a lot of scope for the development of these people. In 
this context, media plays an important role to take 
lambani community for the mainstream society by 
giving them information and education. It is also the 
responsibility of the mass media. 
 
Literature Review: Devadas M B and Dr. B K Ravi 
(August 2013) in their study stated that cultural 
impact of television on urban youth: an empirical 
study. The study reveals that television has an impact 

on cultural norms of the youth. The youth are 
influenced by fashion of television characters and 
various cultural events. 
Esther Hauk and Giovanni Immordino, (March 2011) 
have observed that parents television and cultural 
changes TV’s entertainment value and decreases the 
perceived cultural distance between the two traits. A 
monopolistic television industry captures all TV 
watching by both groups if the perceived cultural 
distance between group is smaller relative to the TV’s 
entertainment value.  
 
Statement of the problem:  
The Impact of Television on cultural life of lambani 
women – A study on Gadag district.  
 
Objectives of the Study:  
1. To know the available media among lambani 

community 
2. To find out which media is most preferred among 

lambani community 
3. To know which television programme is more im-

pacting on their cultural aspects 
4. To know the degree of impact caused by television 

on the Lambani culture 
 
Methodology: Study was conducted in two Tandas 
of Gadag District of Karnataka State (Nagavi Tanda 
and Beladadi Tanda). For this study survey method 
has been applied. 60 respondents were selected from 
each Tanda. Total 120 Lambanis were selected as 
respondents. Primary data was collected by 
administering structured questionnaire. 
 
Findings and analysis: 
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Table 1: Media available at home 

Categories Yes No Total Percentage 

Newspaper 6 114 120 5 

Television 116 4 120 96.67 

Radio 5 115 120 4.17 

Internet 9 111 120 7.5 

Mobile 92 28 120 76.67 

 
Table 1 shows that majority of the lambani people are 
using television at their home. 116 (96.67%) 
respondents have TV in their home. 92 (76.67%) are 
having mobile phones. Among 120 respondents only 6 
(5%) are reading newspaper. Only 5 (4.17%) people 
are having radio at their house. 9 (7.75%) people are 
using internet. 

Table 2: TV Viewing 

TV Viewing Respondents Percentage 

Yes 100 83.34 

No 20 16.66 
Total 120 100 

 
As per table 3, a great majority (83.34%) of the 
respondents watch TV, while only 16.66 percent of 
the respondents do not watch TV. This shows the 
exposure to media. 
 

Table 3: Changes in dressing and costume due to 
watching television. 

Opinions Respondents Percentage 

Yes 66 66 

No 34 34 

Total 100 100 

 
Table 3 tells us that television is more affecting 
lambanis’ dressing and costume. 66 (66%) 
respondents opined that television has affected their 
dressing and costume. Only 34 (34%) are of the 
opinion that television has had no impact on their 
dressing. 
 

Table 4: Influence of Television on the celebrations 
and festivals 

Opinion Respondents Percentage 

Yes 8 8 

No 92 92 

Total 100 100 

 
Table 4 depicts the influence the television might 
have had on celebrations and festivals of lambanis. 
Unlike dressing and costumes, Television has had 

very less impact on the celebrations as only 92 
percent of the respondent opine that they have not 
been influenced by the new ways of celebrations 
shown on the television and only 8 percent of the 
respondents feel that they have adopted many 
celebratory customs from the TV in their 
celebrations. 
 

Table 5: Changes in traditions observed 

Opinion Respondents Percentage 

Yes 24 24 

No 76 76 

Total 100 100 

Table 5 shows that only 24 (24%) respondents said 
that their beliefs and traditions are changing by 
watching television. But remaining 76 (76%) people 
opined that television is not impacting on their 
beliefs and traditions.  

Table 6: lifestyle changes by watching television 

Opinions Respondents Percentage 

Yes 68 68 

No 32 32 

Total 100 100 

 
Table 6 depicts that among 100 respondents 68 (68%) 
opined that their lifestyle is gradually changing by 
watching television. Remaining 32(32%) respondents 
do not feel that their lifestyles are being changed due 
to watching television. 
Conclusion: In the era of globalization the concept 
of distance is being eliminated and all the cultures 
are being affected. Lambani culture is not 
differentiated in this matter. But media seems to be 
having little to no impact on the culture of Lambanis. 
Television is most preferred media among Lambanis 
but it seems that only 66 percent of the respondents’ 
dressing is affected by television. More than half 
(55%) of the Lambanis prefer to watch serials. But 
these serials have more impact on their social life 
than on cultural life. 96% respondents demanded 
that Television should broadcast the programmes 
which include their culture. 
Even to this date Lambanis celebrate their festivals in 
the traditional manner which is being followed 
through generations. 74 percent of the respondents 
opine that their beliefs and traditions are not affected 
by television. As compared to the elders the children 
are more influenced by television (63%) at their 
culture. Traditions, beliefs, customs are not changing 
much. But the lifestyle of this community is slowly 
being changed by television. 
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