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Abstract: The role of social work for the primary needs and the contribution by Non Governmental 

Organizations in the history of the World the needy is always helped by someone. In the same way the 

primitive man lead his journey towards modernity in the course of time because of inequality in 
economic, social, political, traditional, cultural life there was need of aid to the economically 

underprivileged man and groups. In the entire human civilization this was always reflected in human 

literature. In this context and the need of the olden world was termed into the collective people and 

formed as one organization for specific or multiple requirements. In this way these organizations are run 
voluntarily by private people to help the poor. In the modern world the concepts of organizations, 

Globalization, Liberalization segregated the human community in to various groups in the entire world 

and pushed them into the "Absolute Poverty". Owing to these grave issues the common man couldn't 

meet the primary needs like food, cloth and shelter. Surprisingly the Governments failed to put its 
attention towards the underprivileged masses of the country, so it is hidden fact that the poor people are 

not considered to enjoy the natural resources of their own country. So because of the International 

Community and non- governmental organizations the responsibility of the states and the well privileged 
are derogatorily warned and informed about the social responsibility towards the needy. In this 

connection at this movement international institutions like UNO made conditions to the developing 

and the under developing countries to look after the tribal socially deprived and backward communities 

for the welfare of the economy. In this relation the specific laws are made if any nation violates such 
laws they are disconnected and the economic relations are withdrawn from such country. The NGOS are 

promoted for the primary needs support by private and the religious missionaries. 

 

Introduction: In the human civilization man was free so he could enjoy the natural resources such as 
fruits, roots, stem and leaves, he could eat the meat of the animal, birds and fish. In the course of time 

the human intellect was developed and became selfish. Because of control over the natural resources 

human groups fought with each other and one another for grabbing them from his fellow neighbors. 
Later on the invasion of human groups over the other became essential for accumulation of wealth. In 

this context the words of "The Holy Bible" witnessed a series of events, the same was written in the non 

religious historical texts. In this connection it is noteworthy to think of the integrity of the community 

with the composition of the weak and the mighty; the various social, cultural varied groups are included 
in the same community they are also protected equally in their groups. So the concept of the "Help of 

the Needy" is mans innate natural feeling like any other annual groups. 

  

Man is a social animal, man is a political animal therefore it is inevitable for a man to exist among the 
people to meet his physical and psychological needs. When man crossed his primitive stage and 

constructed the ideal life of "Social Contract". The unnamed conditions and rules were formed in a 

social group as a result of it the institution of family was strongly established. Later on the bond of 
children and the accumulation of wealth was recognized as a private property by the social group for 

bring up the children and their welfare. In this context there is also a noticeable point that there is also 

property of the community for instance in today’s tribal communities these primitive characteristics of 

the life are found. It is also noticeable that there is property of community. This property is made used 
by the entire community, for example the grazing land for rearing animals and fruits of the tress are 

shared by the specific tribal communities. In this way mans journey was passed from the primitive group 

to the advanced stages. 
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In the worldly civilizations the underprivileged groups always existed so they are used to be helped by 
some privileged people or groups for example in the context of India the aid is interrelated with the 

religious virtue. Because of these reasons in the ancient days kings used to help the poor to be blessed by 

the Gods. In the same way in the Christian faith the "Parable of Good Samaritan" is a best example in 

Hindu Mythology "The Emperor Shibi" was ready to sacrifice to offer his some part of flesh to the hunter 
for saving the life of a dove. 

 

When the years passed there was more accumulation of the wealth by accepted and approved leaders 

who became termed with the titles of Kings and Emperors. The people chosen these leaders on the 
grounds of merit of physical strength to secure their lives and fight for them with the enemies to avoid 

the slavery. When centuries were passed these monarchs became Dictators they forgot the security of 

the nation as well as the welfare of the country at this moment the poor people suffered from the 
poverty to meet the basic needs of the life for their maintenance. 

 

In the medieval days Church dominated with the philosophy of Christianity but its impact was perished 

gradually. The concept of humanism became dominant in the post medieval ages the Europe revisited 
reading the great works of Plato, Aristotle, Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey and the Roman writings. The 

renaissance brought the changes in human civilization of the modernization. The test of literature was 

changed and there was thought of human concern for one another. There was also reformation of 

Christianity and later on there was counter reformation by the Catholic Church by "Ignatius Loyola with 
the establishment of Jesus Society". These missionaries left for abroad and established various service 

centers for serving the people on behalf of the Christian evangelization later on many Christian societies 

travelled to abroad to serve the nations as it was quoted by the bible to  "Go and preach the good news 
to the Poor in the four corners of the World". 

 

In the modern age the new organizations were established with the rules and regulations to give arms to 

the poor they are Governmental and nongovernmental organizations the purpose of the governmental 
organizations was to give help to the poor in the welfare schemes; the objective of nongovernmental 

organizations was to fill up the gaps which are not included by the governmental organizations. In the 

modern period many Non-Governmental Organizations were established to eradicate the fundamental 

needs of the human beings such as food shelter and clothing. These NGOS also included health care 
sanitary, professional development activities. It is organized not only in Tribal and Dalit areas of India 

but also in the urban regions. The slums are the focusing units in the urban areas. The international 

organizations also work for the basic needs of human beings for the poor. 
 

In the context of India the basic facilities are supported by Indian constitution so India is a developing 

country in comparison to the developed countries. In-fact the developing countries face many problems 

in order to develop the basic infrastructure facilities such as Transport and communication. At the same 
time the government needs to support the people in relation to the primary requirements.  In this 

regard Governments are providing the basic facilities such as some essential groceries through the ration 

shops, housing facilities and provision of clothes by less taxes. Even though taxation is less for some of 
the goods the government does not support that officials primary needs directly such as clothes. Besides 

these basic needs the government also provides some other welfare schemes for the less rates such as 

drinking facilities and electricity as well as gas. In this continuation the Non-Governmental 

Organizations responsibility is that to reach to the far unreached places where the government officials 
will be unwilling to go and serve. So once the social workers arrive to the corners of the country they 

civilize the natives and teach the culture besides these activities more importantly they teach how to 

generate the wealth and make their lives to be in progress. In this regard many Non-Governmental 

Organizations reached to the far reached places and provided their services.  In this continuation them 
people concentrated on various factors such as cultivation of land for the better crop for the food 

facilities, the construction of houses with low financial investments and the water facilities with the 

filtration. In addition to these activities the non –governmental organizations contributed their services 
for the basic education facilities. All these aspects were already mentioned in constitution of India but 

the governments did not implement because of the low annual budgets. In this regard Indian 
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government followed the five year plans but they were not successful as the planners expected. The 

servicing organizations are also working intensively for the eradication the poverty of rural as well as the 

tribal communities. In the present context the Non-Governmental Organizations and social servicing 

organizations and various missionaries work for the upliftment of the people. So the governments are 
concentrating only on the administration and the common schemes for the people. In this regard the 

governments need to take the help of the research projects from the universities, Non-Governmental 

Organizations and Indian and foreign missionaries so that the people will be provided all the facilities. 
In this way the no-governmental organizations work and make the people to be in progress. In this 

regard so far Christian-missionaries, Non-Christian missionaries, governmental organizations worked to 

provide the basic needs to the common people. Yet it’s significance is there for the betterment of the life 

and there is also Non-Governmental Organizations so that all requirement to reach to the higher levels 
even though many non -governmental organizations work through the world there is a great 

requirement to reach to the far reached places. In this connection all the governments and central 

government of India need to have special strategies to reach to the corners of Indian sub continent and 
eradicate the poverty and provide the basic facilities to the common man. In the era of modernity the 

globalization, privatization and liberalization there is a great significance to solve the problems of the 

people through the non- governmental organizations so that they can help them in respective of socio 

and economical progress. There is also a great requirement to invite the foreign Non-Governmental 
Organizations and missionaries to provide their services to the Indian masses. 

 

References: 

 
1. https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2013/0222/Anshu-Gupta-brings-clothing-

for-dignity-to-India 

2. http://goonj.org. 
3. https://support.savethechildren.in/make-a-donation/? 

4. http://www.yourarticlelibrary.com/sociology/sociology-of-development/ngos-and-development-

history-and-role-in-india/30699 

5. http://www.humana-india.org/latest/homeless-night-shelters-in-delhi 
6.  Doh Jonathan P.   Teegen Hildy, Globalization and NGOs: Transforming Business, Government,       

and Society Hardcover, Praeger: Santa Barbara, California- 2003.  

7. Parulkar Ashwin, Sharma Saba and  Shah Amod et al, Dispossessed: Stories from India's Margins, 

Speaking Tiger Books; Large  type / large print edition: Delhi -2017.  
8. Gupta Rajendra Pratap, Health Care Reforms in India - E-Book: Making up for the Lost Decades  

Elsevier India, Andheri East: Mumbai – 2016. 

9. Sharpe Andy, An assessment of the capacity of the NGO community in Malawi to utilise the Global 
Environment Facility Small Grants Programme Unknown Binding, The Unit: London – 1995   

 

 

 
*** 

  


