
 
Arts & Education International Research Journal Volume 6 Spl Issue                              ISSN 2349- 1353 

 

 
Journal Published by IMRF Journals | Nov 2019 Edition                                                            |    54 
 

GANDHIAN PHILOSOPHY AS REFLECTED  

IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 

Dr. M. Latha 
Associate Professor, Department of English, KL University, AP 

 

Received: Sep. 2019 Accepted: Oct. 2019 Published: Nov. 2019 

 
Abstract: Gandhiji, a name which needs no introduction is well known for his writings. He is man with 
many skills and talents. He has been the only Indian after the Buddha to attain worldwide fame. It 
would not be an exaggeration to say that he had performed many miracles during his lifetime and his 
message was a source of inspiration and strength to the people for all times. Gandhiji was known as a a 
psychologist. . Gandhiji was a inspiration to our literature. Gandhiji was so much part and form of any 
literary genre of that period that he made appearance in many dramas, novels, stories and in poems. My 
paper would reflect on the influences that Gandhiji had on English Literature. 
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Introduction: Like the life of Mahatma Gandhi. Poetry, prose or drama; fiction or nonfiction -- Gandhi 
is everywhere. From Mulk Raj Anand to Sarojini Naidu, Dominique Lapierre to George Orwell and 
Khuswant Singh to V.S. Naipaul, almost all "during-Gandhi", "post-Gandhi" and contemporary writers 
have somewhere referred to the life of "Bapu" in their works. At a time when a considerable part of 
Bapu's presence is contrary to what he stood for -- roads named after him serve as begging tracks for 
starving men, women and children while his fabric and quotes are mere means to woo votes -- it is 
perhaps in these pages of Gandhian literature that Bapu and his ideals are still alive. 
 
He is an immense source of writing himself and has influenced different disciplines and very many 
writers from different fields like history, politics, philosophy, literature, sociology and so on, have him as 
their central themes. While musing on different books on Gandhiji, especially the then Gandhian Indian 
English Literature, one can easily sense that the then time was grossly occupied by a 'Gandhian 
consciousness' socially, culturally and politically, at least in the period from 1918-1922 in the anti-colonial 
against the British. 
 
Gandhiji's influence may have been on political and economic spheres of the country, there is hardly any 
doubt that he has left a deep impression on our literatures. He is a mine of themes for writers and 
commentators though he himself never worked on any literary topic or genre. Dramatic reconstructions 
of Gandhiji's life in film and fiction range from Richard Attenborough's academy award winning film, 
GANDHI, in 1982 to Indian English novels like Mulk Raj Anand, Raja Rao and R.K Narayan. Gandhiji 
gave new strength and new confidence to Indian languages that suffered contempt, neglect, 
indifference, and disgrace for a long time. Gandhiji insisted on high thinking and simple living which 
was reflected and highlighted by the literary English authors of the time, who in their novels and short 
stories, portrayed the real picture of the the-then society from various sides, thereby presenting the 
influence of Gandhi on Indian villages and towns, letting us a scope to probe how Gandhiji's ways of 
developmental communication created effects on human lives bringing a sea change in their thoughts, 
views and living. Almost all of their novels represent events, which distinctly correspond to the 
examples of actual incidents, and teachings that Gandhiji in real life encoded during his visits at various 
places. The writers working in different languages in those days either were mostly persons who had 
come directly under Gandhiji's influence, many had even taken part in the freedom movements, or they 
were highly influenced by his ideals. Their writings were immensely burdened with Gandhian idealism, 
lifestyle, his teachings, and anti-colonial stands. Gandhiji was so much part and form of any literary 
genre of that period that he made appearance in many dramas, novels, stories and in poems. In most of 
the cases, the Gandhian writers, especially the novelists and short story writers, made Bapu an 
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important, guest character or they made a local Gandhi replica and presented him in the light of 
Mahatma. Not only did the Indians turn Gandhiji into a veritable cult but also a flesh & blood Rama or 
Krishna who could change the society by his single finger touch. P. Rama Moorthy in 'Gandhi's letters to 
the West' quotes: "For me there were only two God & Bapu, and now they have become one." 
 
The inspiration and influence which our literatures of all languages have imbibed from him is well noted 
in the theater, folk activities and literary writings based on his life, preachings, and ideologies and of 
course his welfare activities nationwide. Such a medium produced an immediate feedback from the 
audience from all parts of the country, as things got well assimilated into their hearts and minds, and 
the whole of India could respond unitedly at his call. The anti-Gandhians might feel the above view as 
biased and unreal but it is a veritable truth that Gandhiji was represented as a sage by the Indian 
Congress in its political campaigns, policy wise and his accessories esp. the loin cloth, his stick and very 
nominal life style were modes that themselves spoke for the Mahatma and helped in establishing him as 
a saintly preacher and a sincere freedom worker. This worked havoc in the Indian minds especially in 
the village folk, who were basically religion bound and not at all conscious about the then political and 
economic domination of the country. 
 
Gandhiji was so much part and form of any literary genre of that period that he made appearance in 
many dramas, novels, stories and in poems. Gandhiji insisted on high thinking and simple living which 
was also reflected and highlighted by the literary English authors of the time, mainly Raja Rao, Mulk Raj 
Anand, R. K. Narayanan, who in their novels and stories portrayed the real picture of the the-then 
society from various perspectives, thereby presenting the influence of Gandhi on Indian villages and 
towns, letting us a scope to probe how Gandhiji's ways of developmental communication created effects 
on human lives bringing a sea change in their thoughts, views and living. Almost all of their novels 
represent events which distinctly correspond to the examples of actual incidents and teachings that 
Gandhiji in real life encoded during his visits at various places. 
 
The most important and common fact that we find in the Gandhi novels is that they talk of a distinct 
village, a representative of all villages in rural India and the rural folk same as others, immersed in their 
Gandhi- their savior, their God. 
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