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Abstract: Over the past few decades, major changes have taken place in the English language teaching 
methods in India especially when taught as a foreign language. This paper aims at analyzing the 
importance of usage of newspaper and magazines in the classroom and finding the ways and means on 
how to make use of it for the benefit of the students. The classroom provides a multidimensional 
environment for the enthusiastic learners. It is essential for the teachers to make the students able to 
use the newspaper and at the same time deal with other activities such as researching for information 
from books and magazines. . The variety of subjects and topics makes newspapers interesting and 
motivating for the students to work with. Newspapers report real life events, and this arouses students’ 
curiosity. Newspaper based activities Once the students understand the importance of language and 
how easy it is to communicate and write effectively in English, they forget their inhibitions and fear of 
English language. They get motivated and they feel confident to deal with day to day life, as the 
newspapers connect their lives with their surroundings.in the classroom may engage students in 
enjoyable activities and encourage their further reading. 
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Introduction: Over the past few decades, major changes have taken place in the English language 
teaching methods in India especially when taught as a foreign language. This paper aims at analyzing 
the importance of usage of newspaper and magazines in the classroom and finding the ways and means 
on how to make use of it for the benefit of the students. The classroom provides a multidimensional 
environment for the enthusiastic learners. It is essential for the teachers to make the students able to 
use the newspaper and at the same time deal with other activities such as researching for information 
from books and magazines. 
 
Newspapers expand the curriculum by providing an unlimited amount of information to be used as 
background for learning activities. News develops everyday. The beauty of the newspaper in the 
classroom is that it gives fresh information everyday. It comes to us with the latest news and authentic 
information and with accurate and minute details. The beauty of the language and the freshness of the 
news create interest among the students. There is truly no better record of the world’s happenings than 
a newspaper. For teachers, the newspaper offers a special attraction. It is called the living textbook and it 
lives up to the name.  Newspapers can be used to enhance listening, speaking, reading and written skills. 
It also helps in the natural outgrowth of students’ critical thinking and makes them learn many skills 

through various activities regarding newspapers like how to find the central idea, how to increase 
vocabulary, how to make comparative reading, how to form sentences, how to ask a good question and 
how to write a good summary.  
 
English language students discover a whole new world through newspapers – new words, new phrases, 
new ideas, new faces and what not! These students are acquainted with newspapers in their mother 
tongue but reading news in English and understanding it will be much more exciting for them. They 
love to read and understand the current news in English and they always find something that interests 
them. The average reading age for a student is approximately 11-13 years – just the perfect age to learn 
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English as a foreign language. The students will be enthusiastic to learn through some novel ways as 
they are much fed up with the traditional teaching, learning and writing of prose and poetry written 
centuries back. They are no longer in love with the Elizabethan theatre or literature nor they in love 
with traditional mugging up and reproducing it in the examination hall. They are now waiting for 
student centred education and this type of creative thinking helps them in widening their horizons and 
makes them fit for society.  
 
There are different ways for using newspapers in language classroom. They may be used to study the 
culture they present. The more widely they read, the greater their understanding would be. Most 
newspapers are up-to-date and provide a natural source of many varieties of written English that 
becomes very important to the students for mastering the language as they progress. The variety of 
subjects and topics makes newspapers interesting and motivating for the students to work with. 
Newspapers report real life events, and this arouses students’ curiosity. Newspaper based activities in 
the classroom may engage students in enjoyable activities and encourage their further reading. The 
more they read, the more they want to explore.  
 
How to Use Newspapers in Your Classroom: Newspapers are a great source for English language 
teachers. They can be used as teaching material to develop students’ language skills. They can be used 
effectively with a wide range of levels from elementary to advanced, either interpreting them or using 
them as they are. Some newspapers are easy to read and also easy to use. The committed teachers can 
design exercises to develop reading comprehensions, critical thinking skills, writing skills, grammar 
skills, learning vocabulary and many more. Having a lot of newspapers and information at hand, the 
teacher should be careful to organize a certain activity using them. They should select such an article 
that is suitable for the class because of the differently abled students in the class. In planning a lesson 
using a newspaper, the teacher should take into consideration the length of the article or paragraph, the 
difficulty of the language, the subject matter and content, the time allotted, and the understanding level 
of the students. Through internet also, the teacher has an access to a lot of articles, newspapers and 
magazines worldwide, but we should be careful in choosing the suitable newspaper and magazine 
material to use with our students. While doing so, the teacher has to keep in mind these questions: 

· Will my students find the material interesting? 

· Is the material appropriate for their level of knowledge and understanding?  

· Is the material suitable for the students in terms of language levels? 

· Should I use only material from today’s newspaper? 

· What topics would be more interesting to the students? 
 
The teacher only has to find answers to these questions. Only when the students find the material 
interesting, they will work on it with enthusiasm. If the material is very difficult to understand, the 
students may lose interest in reading it. So the teacher has to choose more challenging material where 
the language level is suited to the level of students and also choose tasks that that can be done by the 
students with interest. Regarding selecting material from today’s newspaper, for some articles the 
answer can be ‘yes’ and for others it can be ‘no’. Once an interesting material is found, it may be used 
over and over again. For instance, interviews of renowned personalities, information related to well-
known people etc.  
 
Material collection is a continuous process and it is worth doing as it ignites interest among the 
students. Selecting and collecting the data, short articles (articles should not be too long as it tends to 
make the students lose interest altogether in the newspapers), headlines, classifieds, horoscope, letters 
to the editors, editorial, travel, sports, cinema, T.V. guide, weather forecast, advertisements, etc. is a 
hard task but these can be used at any time with students of different groups. So we have to be 
extremely careful in collecting and organizing systematically the newspaper material. The teacher has to 
put all the material under certain categories or else she would get confused and frustrated to know that 
the material is with her but do not remember where it was kept. So it is good to categorize the material 
under certain titles like headlines, advertisements, cinema, entertainment, sports, relationships etc. The 
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collection of photographs and illustrations are also of greater importance. Extreme care has to be taken 
in preparing these quality materials in good quantity so that they can be used again and again over the 
years and with every passing year, new ideas would be cropping up to enrich the students.  
 
Teachers may find it troublesome in the initial stages when the students do not show interest in reading 
the newspaper due its difficult vocabulary. But using newspapers in the classroom should not be avoided 
thinking that they are difficult for the students. It is true that the language is difficult but it is correct 
grammatically and structurally. There are several ways of making newspaper material useful for the 
various levels of students. The topics that interest the students should be selected so that the students 
read with enthusiasm skipping the difficult expressions. The most important thing that increases 
success rate in using the newspaper in the classroom is the careful designing of various interesting tasks. 
“Grade the task, not the material” is a well-known maxim in the teaching of English Language. In spite 
of the difficulty of the articles, the task should be allotted in such a way that it should suit the level of 
the students since the class consists of all levels of students ranging from the brilliant to the slow 
learners.   
 
First of all, the teacher has to conduct ice breaking sessions involving all the students in the class. After 
asking the students at random simple questions on the importance of newspapers in day-to-day life, the 
teacher has to talk to them about the role of newspaper in our daily life. They should be divided into 
either pairs or groups. Then   a questionnaire with simple questions can be given to them. They can go 
on like this. Do you read newspapers? Which newspaper do you prefer? Why do you read them? How 
often do you read? What type of news interest you? Which section in the paper do you prefer to read? 
Where does that section appear in the paper? Do you believe everything you read in the newspapers? 
Why? Why not? Has the role of newspapers changed over the years? Do you really believe that reading 
newspaper would go down with the success of the internet? If you do not read the newspaper give the 
reason for not reading it. This type of questionnaire would help them in coming out of their shells and 
express their views freely without any fear of grammatical errors. Involvement of students in pre activity 
session, preparation of activity techniques, selection of material, designing of various tasks are key to 
success in teaching English through newspapers.  By active participation in the following classroom 
activities the students can learn them with perfect ease.  
§ Improve vocabulary – learn meaning to difficult words 
§ Summarize the newspaper item 
§ They learn to look for different parts of speech in the given article- be it a story or real life incident. 
§ Use of dictionary should be promoted 
§ Brainstorm what they know about the news item they are given 
§ Developing story line and bring their own conclusion 
§ The students are encouraged to understand the overall meaning of the text rather than understand 

the meaning of each and every word. 
§ Learn  parallel writing 
§ Learn to write letters and reports  
§ Applying for a job, preparing Curriculum Vitae 
§ Comprehending passages 
§ Role play, Dialogue writing, Story writing 
 
The students can be asked to find stories that interest them and later rewrite it using all the three 
tenses. All the above activities that the students learn in the process improve their written and spoken 
skills.  
 
Vocabulary can be taught in the class room with the help of newspapers. Reading newspapers make the 
students to be updated with the currents events; at the same time academically they can develop 
command on the vocabulary. All the vocabulary needed may not be found in the newspapers but the 
related words around a particular word should be taken and pair work should be given to predict the 
meaning using dictionary and ask them to find out the antonym and synonym for that particular word. 
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Various forms of that particular word as adjective, verb, noun forms can also be looked into. Students 
should be trained to make their own sentences of the chosen word. This way the students can learn 
language better.  
Use of Magazines: Just like newspapers, magazines also play a major role in enhancing the LSRW skills 
of the students.  There are different kinds of magazines that interest the students. According to a survey 
conducted on the high school and college students, most of them expressed their opinion on the choice 
of the magazines they like to work on. Most of them preferred to read mostly political, scientific, 
fashion, cultural, women magazines, cinema and sports magazines. This interest of the students should 
be taken into consideration by the teachers. They tend to update their teaching materials periodically 
and break the monotony of teaching lessons from the textbooks.  Like newspapers, magazines are 
resources for activities. They are also sources in language learning namely by providing pictures that 
stimulate verbal and written abilities of the students. For instance, they can be asked to describe the 
colours and clothes, describe the pictures, as both the newspapers and magazines have a lot of things in 
common, all the methods that are employed for the newspapers can be used for the activities to be done 
from the magazines.  
 
Conclusion: Once the students understand the importance of language and how easy it is to 
communicate and write effectively in English, they forget their inhibitions and fear of Engish language. 
They get motivated and they feel confident to deal with day to day life, as the newspapers connect their 
lives with their surroundings. This is the more practical method and the change can prove more 
effective, especially in developing the vocabulary, synonyms, antonyms, guessing the meaning based on 
the context for effective language speaking and writing. 
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