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Abstract The Newly formed state of Andhra Pradesh is strategically located on the south eastern coast 
of India and is to be considered as gateway to East& South East Asia. The parlement has passed the 
Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act 2014 resulting in the formation of two states namely Telanganag 
and Andhra Pradesh consisted of 23 districts and as a results of formation of Telangana with 10 districts 
and Andhra Pradesh is left with 13 districts. The New state of Andhra Pradesh is a moderately developed 
state in terms of per capita GDP, literacy rate and Poverty In the state irrigation conditions and soil 
fertility and climatic conditions are favorable for growing a verity of crops . Both food and non food 
crops are mainly grown. Majority of population directly or indirectly depended on agricultural and allied 
activates. This paper is mainly discussed the performance and importance of agricultural sector in new 
Andhra Pradesh. The paper base on the secondary data, the data collected from 1960-2013.The 

coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh. Thus eight out of the 13 districts in the state account for almost 70 
per cent of the coverage under rice. Maize, main feeding crop to the poultry sector state. Same is the 
case with sorghum with some presence in Kurnool district. The area under pearlmillet, mostly a 
contingency crop, is scattered. Finger millet is confined to its traditional districts like Vizianagaram, 
Visakhapatnam, Chittoor and Anantapur. Cotton, the major commercial crop of Andhra Pradesh. 
Guntur, Krishna and Kurnool districts. Chilies are concentrated in four districts of the state, while 
sugarcane is concentrated in five districts accounting for over 80 per cent of the sugarcane area of the 
state. Maize is gaining importance as a major cereal crop especially from 1991. Faster gains had been 
achieved during 2001 to 2005 and during the last five years it had a decreasing trend. Guntur district saw 
a dramatic trend in area expansion and production growth was faster in Guntur. Redgram is another 
important pulse crop in the state and Prakasam and Ananthpuram districts. Krishna and Guntur 
districts were the major producers of blackgram, during the last three decades. The growth rate of area 
under blackgram had increased except in Guntur district, Guntur and Nellore districts had got negative 
growth rates in the production of blackgram. Blackgram and greengram are traditionally grown in rice 
fallows in the rice growing districts. Groundnut is a major crop in Rayalaseema region 
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The Newly formed state of Andhra Pradesh is strategically located on the south eastern coast of India 
and is to be considered as gateway to East& South East Asia. The parlement has passed the Andhra 
Pradesh Reorganization Act 2014 resulting in the formation of two states namely Telanganag and 
Andhra Pradesh consisted of 23 districts and as a results of formation of Telangana with 10 districts and 
Andhra Pradesh is left with 13 districts. Andhra Pradesh lies between 12°41' and 22°N latitude and 77° and 
84°40'E longitude and is bordered by Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Telangana and Orissa in the North, the 
Bay of Bengal in the East, Tamil Nadu to the South and Karnataka to the West. The State is richly 
endowed with natural and human resources with competitive socio economic advantages. Its 
geographical area of 1,60,205 sq km th makes it the 8 largest State in the country. Andhra Pradesh 
situated in a tropical region, has the 2nd longest coastline in the country with a length of 974 km. The 
State has a forest area of 34,572 Sq.Kms as per the forest records, which accounts for 21.58% the total 
geographical area. The State has a variety of physiographic features ranging from high hills, undulating 
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plains to coastal and deltaic environment. The population of 4.95 Crore which accounts for th 4.10% of 
the country's population makes it the 10 most populous State in the country. The Growth Rate of 
population, as per 2011 Census, has come down to 9.21 percent compared to 11.89 percent in 2001. While 
70.53% of the total population lives in rural areas 29.47% live in urban areas of the State. Of the total 
population, 2.48 crore (50.08%) are males and 2.47 Crore (49.92%) females. East Godavari district with 
52.85 Lakh population is the most populous district in the State while Vizianagaram ranks at the bottom 
with 23.44 Lakh. There are 127.19 Lakh households in the State and the average size of the household is 
4. Of the total population of the State, SCs constitute 17.08 percent and STs 5.53 percent. East Godavari 
and Guntur are at the top with 9.57 Lakh SC population and Vizianagaram is at the lowest with 2.47 
Lakh SC population. While Visakhapatnam stands first with 22.57 percent of total ST population of the 
State and YSR with 2.77 percent has the least among the districts. The density of population for Andhra 
Pradesh is 304 persons per square kilometer, as against 368 persons per square kilometer at all India 
level in 2011. Among the districts, the density of population of Krishna is the highest at 518 while Y.S.R 
and Prakasam districts have the lowest population density with less than 200. The Sex Ratio in the State, 
up from 983 in 2001 to 997 in 2011, is higher than All India ratio of 943 in 2011. The Districts of 
Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari, and Guntur have registered a progressive sex ratio 
moving from less than 1000 category to more than 1000 from 2001 to 2011. The SCs and STs have 
registered a sex ratio of 1007 and 1012 respectively. Literacy Rate in Andhra Pradesh has witnessed 
upward trend and is 67.4 percent as per 2011 population census. While the literacy rate in rural area is 
62.4 percent, in urban areas it is 79.2 percent. Male literacy stands at 74.8 percent while female literacy 
is at 60.0 percent. Among the districts West Godavari is at the top with 74.32 percent in 2011, and 
Vizianagaram is at the lowest with 58.89 percent. Of the total geographical area of the State, 40.96% is 
under Net Area Sown (65.61 lakh hectares), 21.80 % under Forest (34.93 lakh hectares), 6.79 % under 
current fallow lands(10.87 lakh hectares), 12.37% under Land put Non-Agricultural uses (19.82 lakh 
hectares), 8.37 % under barren and uncultivable land (13.41 lakh hectares) and remaining 9.71% is under 
other fallow land, cultivable waste., Agriculture which is mostly rainfed has been the main livelihood 
occupation of the farmers in the State. As per the second advance estimates, the area as well as 
production of food grains for the year 2014-15 are expected to show decrease over the previous year's 
achievement. The area under food grains is estimated to be 39.80 lakh hectares in 2014- 15 as against 
42.81 lakh hectares in 2013-14, showing a decrease of 8.7%. The total production of food grains in 2014-15 
is estimated 111.43 lakh tonnes while it was 116.98 lakh tonnes in 2013-14 showing a decrease of 4.7%. The 
State has arid, semi-arid and sub-humid climatic conditions. The average maximum and minimum 0 0 
temperatures are 39.0 C and 15.7 C respectively. The average annual rainfall of the State is 911 mm, 
twothirds of it is received during southwest monsoon period. The distribution of rainfall is erratic, 
resulting in frequent droughts. Coastal Andhra receives rains mainly through southwest monsoon 
(80%), while Rayalaseema to a large extent during the northeast monsoon. In Andhra Pradesh about 
50% of the area falls under dry land agriculture and rest is irrigated. The New state of Andhra Pradesh is 
a moderately developed state in terms of per capita GDP, literacy rate and Poverty In the state irrigation 
conditions and soil fertility and climatic conditions are favorable for growing a verity of crops . Both 
food and non food crops are mainly grown. Majority of population directly or indirectly depended on 
agricultural and allied activates. 
 
Objectives and Methodology: This paper is mainly discussed the performance and importance of 
agricultural sector in new Andhra Pradesh. The paper base on the secondary data, such data collected 
from the directorate of economics and statistics, Various abstracts of Andhra Pradesh and land statistics 
of Andhra Pradesh, the data collected from 1960-2017   
 
Major findings from secondary data The paper mainly analyse the district wise cropping pattern, rain 
fall and the district wise cultivated crops in the last fifty years 
 
District wise Rainfall and cropping pattern in Andhra Pradesh The district wise rainfall and 
cropping pattern is presented in the table-1. The annual rainfall (district wise) and potential of cropping 
systems in Andhra Pradesh during 2017-18. The data clearly shows that the range of 600 mm to 800mm 
rainfall is possible to cultivate inter cropping only in the districts of Ananthpur, Kadapa, Kurnool 
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districts and Prakasam, Chittoor and Nellore districts are favourable to cultivate some parts of the 
district having double cropping and some parts having mono cropping system. In such districts at least 
one of the component crops succeed in producing economic yields during the drought situations.  The 
average rainfall of above 900 mm is possible to cultivate double cropping system successfully. This type 
of districts in Andhra Pradesh are seven, namely, Guntur, Krishna, West Godavari, East Godavari, 
Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram and Srikakulam. Some of the districts in Andhra Pradesh follow double 
cropping and inter cropping systems. These districts are Chittore and Nellore. Double Cropping system 
is followed in the north regions of these two districts and inter-cropping system is followed in South 
Region. 
 

Table -1: Rainfall and Cropping Pattern of 2017-2018 
Inter cropping 
Districts 

Rainfall 
(mm) 

Double 
cropping 
Districts 

Rainfall 
(mm) 

Other 
cropping 
Districts* 

Rainfall 
(mm) 

Ananthpur 552 Guntur 853 Chittor 933 

Kadapa 699 Krishna 1033 Nellore 1080 

Kurnool 670 West Godavari 1153 Prakasam 871 

  East Godavari 1217   
  Visakhapatnam 1202   

  Vizayanagaram 1131   

  Srikakulam 1162   

Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad. 
*Other cropping Districts- some parts of the district having double cropping and some parts having 
mono cropping system. 
 
District wise Rainfed Area (2017-2018):  The magnitude of rainfed agriculture varies significantly 
across in the districts as shown in the table-2. The percentage of rainfed area to net sown area is very 
high in the Districts of Ananthpur, Kurnool, Kadapa and Chittor of Rayalaseema region being 
constituted 87.54, 83.14, 66.01 and 57.53 per cent respectively. In the costal Andhra the share of rainfed 
area in the net sown area is very high in Prakasam district,  accounting for 70.80 per cent followed by 
Visakhapatnam, Guntur, East Godavari, Srikakulam  and Krishna districts with their respective 
percentages being 69.68, 56.79, 43.40, 42.11, 36.41, and 31.85. The share of rainfed area is very low in West 
Godavari district   which is just 13.97 per cent. The costal Andhra region receives good rainfall and major 
rivers namely, the Krishna and the Godavari flow in the region. The per cent of rainfed agriculture varies 
from region to region depending upon the quantum of rainfall, as it varies from region to region.  
 
Cereals and Millets (Major Growing Districts): The concentration of rice, which almost accounts for 

of the 13 districts in the state account for almost 70 per cent of the coverage under rice. Maize, main 
feeding crop to the poultry sector state. Same is the case with sorghum with some presence in Kurnool 
district. The area under pearlmillet, mostly a contingency crop, is scattered. Finger millet is confined to 
its traditional districts like Vizianagaram, Visakhapatnam, Chittoor and Anantapur. 
 

Table-2: District Wise Percentage of Rainfed Area (2017-2018) 
 (Area in Hectares) 

Districts 
Net Sown 
Area 

Net 
Irrigated 
Area 

Net Un 
Irrigated area 

% to rain fed 
area to net 

% to Net 
irrigated 
area 

Anantapur 1092004 136048 955956 87.54 12.46 

Kurnool 1005365 169490 835875 83.14 16.86 

Prakasam 652748 190625 462123 70.80 29.20 

Visakhapatnam 373139 113139 260000 69.68 30.32 

Kadapa 397056 134941 262115 66.01 33.99 
Chittoor 439183 186537 252646 57.53 42.47 
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Vizianagaram 333227 144003 189224 56.79 43.21 

Khammam 496014 220124 275890 55.62 44.38 

Guntur 657804 372329 285475 43.40 56.60 

East Godavari 501427 290285 211142 42.11 57.89 

Srikakulam 345894 219948 125946 36.41 63.59 

Krishna 550828 375401 175427 31.85 68.15 

Nellore 335699 269667 66032 19.67 80.33 

West Godavari 492331 423556 68775 13.97 86.03 
 Source: Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad. 
 Note : Net Un-irrigated = Net Sown Area  Net Irrigated Area.   
 
Pulses and Oilseeds  
Bengalgram is gaining inroads into rabi rice areas and is mainly seen in Rayalaseema, Prakasam and 
Medak. Depleting water availability during rabi is one of the reasons for such shift from rice to other 
crops. Blackgram, as a catch or relay crop in between kharif rabi rice crops is popular in coastal districts, 
whereas, greengram is distributed in both Coastal and Telangana regions and about 83 per cent of 
redgram area is confined to ten districts of the state. The oilseed crops are concentrated in the rainfed 

such crops. 
Commercial Crops  
Cotton, the major commercial crop of Andhra Pradesh. Guntur, Krishna and Kurnool districts. Chilies 
are concentrated in four districts of the state, while sugarcane is concentrated in five districts 
accounting for over 80 per cent of the sugarcane area of the state. 
Compound annual growth rate of selected dry crops 
Maize is gaining importance as a major cereal crop especially from 1991. Faster gains had been achieved 
during 2001 to 2015 and during the last five years it had a decreasing trend. Guntur district saw a 
dramatic trend in area expansion and production growth was faster in Guntur. The yield was lower in 
Guntur districts during 2005-09. The production and productivity were stagnant except during 2001 to 
2015. Krishna and Guntur districts were the major producers of blackgram, during the last three decades. 
The growth rate of area under blackgram had increased except in Guntur district . The area under black 
gram had declined during the periods from 2001 to 2015 and from 2006 to 2010, except in Nellore and 
Srikakulam districts. Guntur and Nellore districts had got negative growth rates in the production of 
blackgram. In the entire remaining major black- gram growing districts the growth rates found to be 
positive. The yield was declined in both the districts despite higher area and production.  
East Godavari, Srikakulam, districts are the leading producers of greengram in the state (table-3). The 
annual growth rate of area under greengram had declined during the last three decades except during 
2001-15. Higher growth rate in yield coupled with area expansion and receiving good rainfall in Prakasam 
and East Godavari districts. During the period from 2006 to 2010 led to increase in their production 
growth of green gram. At the state level there was an increase in area after 2001. The productivity levels 
were fluctuating. Blackgram and greengram are traditionally grown in rice fallows in the rice growing 
districts. However, these pulses are not gaining increase in terms of area at the state level since 1990. 
Recently, the area under greengram is showing the signs of stagnation.  Redgram is another important 
pulse crop in the state and Prakasam, are the major redgram growing districts with their respective 
growth rates of 6.4 per cent, 8.7 per cent and 5.1 per cent. Though in Anantapur district, the growth rate 
of area expansion is just 2.2 per cent its production growth is the highest with 9.8 per cent during the 
period of 1980-2009. In all the districts the growth rates have shown increasing trend and it is the 
highest in Anantapur district which is shown as 7.4 per cent. During certain periods, especially during 
2006-09, the area expansion, production and yield growth rates, though shown negative trend in some 
of the districts, as a whole, during the period from 1980-2009, all the three growth rates have been 
positive and shown increasing trend. 
Groundnut is a major crop in Rayalaseema region accounting for 85 per cent of the total area. In 
Anantapur, Kurnool and Kadapa districts the growth rates of both the area and production have 
increased during the period of 1980-2009, while in Chittoor district have tended to decline over the 
period.The unfavourable terms of trade especially after the 1990s due to liberalization seem to have 
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significantly affected the crop. Recurrent monsoon failures and incidence of bud necrosis and stem 
necrosis badly affected the groundnut yield in Chittoor. Inspite of increasing trends in area expansion 
and production in Anantapur and Kurnool districts, the yield growth rates are quite negative. Only in 
Kadapa district there is positive growth rate of yield. The growth in area under cotton in major growing 
districts like Guntur, in Guntur, Kurnool districts the yield declined 
 
Suggestions: 
1. The Paper suggested the state government of Andhra Pradesh (AP) to fulfill various electoral 

promises by promoting value addition in agriculture sector and creating opportunities to double 
farmer incomes thereby encouraging them to produce and export high-value fruits and vegetables 
using modern farming technologies and high quality seeds which should be duly supported by 
setting up food processing centres and world-class agriculture universities. 

2. With a view to establish a vibrant entrepreneurial eco-system in Andhra Pradesh, ASSOCHAM has 
suggested the state g -private 
partnership (PPP) approach. 

3. The paper also recommended  to developmente the food processing industries 
4. Inter likage of revers in the state to avoid the wastege of water 
5. The state of Andhra Pradesh is blessed with five major rivers, the river-linking facilitates in raising 

early seed beds in Krishna Delta and stabilizes the Krishna Delta ayacut.The Krishna water thus 
saved in Krishna Delta due to augmentation from Godavari River can be retained in Srisailam 
Reservoir. The water so retained in Srisailam Reservoir can be utilized for the surplus water-based 
Projects of Rayalaseema - Handri Neeva Sujala Sravanthi (HNSS), Gaaleru Nagari Sujala Sravanthi 
(GNSS), Telugu Ganga for drinking water and industrial water needs of the Rayalaseema Region can 
be met. 

6. There is need to established a pulses research centre in Srikakula, Vijayanagaram  and 
visakhaptanam, which are major pulases growing districs and large area depending upon reainfall. 

7. The districts of South Costal Andhra , Prakasam and Guntrur are suitable for growing many 
commercial crops such as Cotton, Chillies, Tobbacco and coriander. But these districts did not have 
any full processing industries for these agricultural products. However, establishment of modern 
ginning industries, industries that process, tobacco, chillies should be established 

8. Vegetable cultivation is found to be high in Krishna, Guntur, Prakasam and Nellolre and Chittoor 
district. There needs to established suitable vegitable processing industries can be established in 
these districts? The Krishna and Chittoor districts are very famous world wide famous for the 
production of mangos. There is no processing industries is established so far the government to 
encourage entrepreneurs to established mango processing industries in the districts. 

9. The capital area between Vijayawada-Guntur may impose threat for the economy to the state, apart 
from creating environmental degradation and food insecurity. 

10. Nearly half of the farmers are opposing the capital in Tulluru and Mangalagiri mandal. Because these 
lands are fertile and irigated lands, in this area the farmers cultivated three crops in a year, majority 
of peasants are poor and low-income small marginal farmers, tenants, share croppers, landless labour 
and agri-entrepreneurs, who badly need state support, are being thrown out for the well-to-do urban 
class to have a 'throbbing city life' and Realtors, contractors and builders to make a kill.  

 
Conclusion: The Newly formed state of Andhra Pradesh is strategically located on the south eastern 
coast of India and is to be considered as gateway to East& South East Asia. The parlement has passed the 
Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act 2014 resulting in the formation of two states namely Telanganag 
and Andhra Pradesh consisted of 23 districts and as a results of formation of Telangana with 10 districts 
and Andhra Pradesh is left with 13 districts. The New state of Andhra Pradesh is a moderately developed 
state in terms of per capita GDP, literacy rate and Poverty In the state irrigation conditions and soil 
fertility and climatic conditions are favorable for growing a verity of crops . Both food and non food 
crops are mainly grown. Majority of population directly or indirectly depended on agricultural and allied 
activates. This paper is mainly discussed the performance and importance of agricultural sector in new 
Andhra Pradesh. The paper base on the secondary data, the data collected from 1960-2013.The 
concentration o
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coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh. Thus eight out of the 13 districts in the state account for almost 70 
per cent of the coverage under rice. Maize, main feeding crop to the poultry sector state. Same is the 
case with sorghum with some presence in Kurnool district. The area under pearlmillet, mostly a 
contingency crop, is scattered. Finger millet is confined to its traditional districts like Vizianagaram, 
Visakhapatnam, Chittoor and Anantapur. Cotton, the major commercial crop of Andhra Pradesh. 
Guntur, Krishna and Kurnool districts. Chilies are concentrated in four districts of the state, while 
sugarcane is concentrated in five districts accounting for over 80 per cent of the sugarcane area of the 
state. Maize is gaining importance as a major cereal crop especially from 1991. Faster gains had been 
achieved during 2001 to 2005 and during the last five years it had a decreasing trend. Guntur district saw 
a dramatic trend in area expansion and production growth was faster in Guntur. Redgram is another 
important pulse crop in the state and Prakasam and Ananthpuram districts. Krishna and Guntur 
districts were the major producers of blackgram, during the last three decades. The growth rate of area 
under blackgram had increased except in Guntur district, Guntur and Nellore districts had got negative 
growth rates in the production of blackgram. Blackgram and greengram are traditionally grown in rice 
fallows in the rice growing districts. Groundnut is a major crop in Rayalaseema region 
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