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Abstract: Girl child is always  in Indian and similar patriarchal societies. Gender and 
associated pre-defined gender-roles have become the deciding factors for the relegation of women in 
patriarchy. Man being the bread-winner in patriarchy, decides the lives of women in the name of 
marriage  a most important institution in societies like India.  Thus, marriage becomes the ultimate 
goal for which a girl is prepared right from her birth.  Her education, her training in daily chores and 
soft skills are totally devoted in making her an eligible and enduring bride leaving no room for her to 
express herself. Above this, the irrational verdicts of palmists, astrologers and face-reading experts 
redefine her fate.  Any disturbance in the married life is attributed to the ill-behaviour of the woman and 
the parents of that woman are blamed for their faulty upbringing.  A break-up or a divorce costs the 
honour of the family and the woman who is divorced is look-down more heinously than a widow.  A 
woman is never supported during this tough period and left lonely in pain and despair.   

 debut novel  is an examination of the social status of women in 
contemporary India and how women are asserting themselves in difficult times like divorce and 
desertion, negotiating their socio-cultural spaces in a gendered society.   is a saga 
of Amara Malhotra the only daughter of Baba and Biji for whom the only mission is to get their 
daughter married into a rich and lavish fa
was predicted by many a foreseers making her parents over-cautious.  Amara and family immigrate to 
USA hoping for a bright future for Amara which never happens.  She had to grow according to the 
whims and fancies of her parents preparing her for a suitable alliance.  Her marriage with rich, Harvard 
educated Prashant Roy fails badly leading to their divorce, shattering the dreams of her parents and 
disappointing them.  The blame game about the divorce of Amara results in their return to Shimla, their 
native place.  Back in Shimla, Amara starts opening up and discovering herself. With the help of Shika 
didi and Lalit she recoups her life and redefines her identity from a dependent to independent and a 
victim to a victor. Her greatest victory is in becoming a source of support and guidance to her NRI 
friend Stacy and her cousin Ria and her courage to adopt a girl child who is on the verge of 
abandonment.  
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Women in Indian Society: Yatra naryastu pujyante ramante tatra Devata, yatraitaastu na 
pujyante sarvaastatrafalaah kriyaah". 

-A saying of Manu from Manusmriti (3.56) 
 
The above quote when wherever women are given their due respect, even the deities like 

to reside there and where they are not respected, all actions remain unfruitful'
reiterates the status women are supposed to be given in any society.   
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In the ancient age of Rigveda, woman in India was given a high status and her identity was revered.  But 
with the advent of patriarchy, women lost the glory and the elevated status which they enjoyed during 
the Vedic period and were confined to a four-fold role of a daughter, a wife, a home-maker and a 
mother.  In this new confinement, woman became a helpless, muted dependent on the men of their 
family.     
 
Status of Women in Patriarchy: Patriarchy coupled with the social evils like Dowry, Purdha, Child 
Marriages, Jauhar, Sati Sahagamana have stolen women of their opportunities of education, exposure 
to society, decision making and a possibility to live on par with their counter parts.  The result is the 
decline of woman to the lowest rung of the society.   Subsequent to the depravity, women were also 
considered to be a liability and thus birth of girl child was considered to be a bad omen.  The bottom 
line was that from birth till their death, woman suffered discrimination, subjugation and ill 
treatment of highest degree robbing them of their confidence and self - respect.    
 
Apart from the above said factors that decide the destiny of women in the families and societies, the 
taboo of finding out the fate of a girl from fortune-tellers added fuel to the fire to worsen the conditions 
of girl child in the families.  The proclamations of the irrational palmists, astrologers, babas, fakirs and 
many other sources like card-reading also show fatal impact on the future of a girl child.  These 
proclamations are taken seriously and the girls are nurtured based on those predictions than their 
innate skills and abilities. These predictions were also taken seriously in bringing up of a girl child and 
her preparation for her marriage. 
 
Marriage as the major pre-occupation in nurturing girl child:  

 
- Simone de Beauviore 

I 
n toto, the situation has arrived to a point where in a girl child is raised in a way to make them ready to 
become a devoted, responsible above all a muted member of a family into which she is inducted in the 
name of marriage.  From birth to marriage she is brought up with an intention to satisfy the pre-
requisites of a family where she is always treated to be an outsider.  Never is a girl given a chance to 
express or live a life she wishes to.  Her obedience to this cultural tuning is considered to be the honour 
of her family. Her behavior in her in-laws family and regard to the institution of marriage become the 
testimony of the family she is born to.  She is torn between her suppressed desires and aspirations and 
her binding to the gender roles attributed to her.   
 
Taboos associated with Marriage and Divorce of women in PatriarchyL Any deviation in the 
smooth functioning of the marriage is always blamed upon the wife and divorce is always a sin and 
results to be a bane to the woman and her family.  In a society where a widow is marginalized and 
treated in mutilation, a divorcee is considered with a far more mutilation.  Above all she lacks the 
support of the near, dear and parents making her a victim to loneliness and despair. The way out of this 
entanglement is acceptance of reality, courage to tackle with the despair and an ability to move ahead to 
find new opportunities and avenue than to lament for the loss occurred due to broken marriage. 
Empowerment is the key to all these possibilities. 
 
Empowerment of Women: Essential for their relief from social evils: Education and empowerment 
are modes to liberate women from clutches of this vicious cycle.  The gendered society had spread its 
fangs in these ar -
and economic independence are the factors which regain the emotional independence of the women. 
And Decision-making is an intersection of all the three abilities which is very crucial for the upliftment 
of women and establish them on-par with men in this gendered society.     
 
History and Literature as a testimony of the struggles of women: These eventful legends of rise, fall 
and rise of women down the ages have been documented in History and literature.  The glory of women 
in pre-historic India, their subjugation in medieval ages and the chronicles of reformation and the 
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subsequent rise in their status in modern days has always been communicated in the form of literature.  
In fact literature had a pivotal role in bringing the change.   
 
Women writers from India have been endeavoring since times unknown to project the conditions of the 
women to the world, provide them with myriad solutions to relive themselves from the clutches of evils 
associated with gender and protect them from being underrated and left unnoticed.  
 

: Meghna Pant, a contemporary 
woman writer, journalist, speaker and above all a feminist writer with a mission to underscore many a 
sagas of suffering of Indian women in their socio-cultural spaces.  She has won laurels for her endeavors 
to fight and write for the cause of women.  She also speaks and host shows on television regarding 
women.  She h One and a half wife  and 

 and a non-fiction  to her credit.  She has two more books 
in the making. 
 
 :  i
2012 which has won the National Muse India Young Writer Award (2013) and was shortlisted for 
several other awards, including the Amazon Breakthrough Novel Award.  This novel is considered to 
be a be-fitting debut for a sensitive, multi-faceted, socially aware and emotionally intelligent writer like 
Pant.  The narrative of the novel is racy and deftly woven with Indianness in theme, plot development 

orefront, it delves deep in the 
contemporary nuances like marriage, divorce and immigration.   
(PTO) 
 

 the saga of Amara Malhotra: The novel is a statement of many socio-
cultural menaces existing in partriarchal societies like India either in India or outside India.  The novel is 
the chronicle of Amara Malhotra, an NRI, the only daughter of Baba and Biji.  For them, the only 
mission in their life was to get their daughter married into a rich and lavish family of high social status.  
To know all about her future married life, they approach many fortune-tellers and card-readers.  Their 
predictions made Baba and Biji more apprehensive and wary in their preparations.  To achieve their 
dream, they even immigrate to USA.   Amara was nurtured with utmost care and trained well to achieve 

prepare her for a successful marriage.  But she was never given a chance to express herself.  She was 
always a fish out of water and never could become a fashionable American with Indian values.  
 

Prashant 
Roy, e Indian values she bore within.  
This marriage was like a dream achieved for Baba and Biji.  Their social status saw a sharp rise due to the 
marriage.  But Amara was never a choice of Prashant and her incessant efforts to reach to his 
expectations failed drastically leading to the divorce of Prashant and Amara.  This break-up shatters the 

outsiders. The divorce of Amara becomes a hot topic in the Indo-American community and reason for 
them to ostracize the family.   
 
Helpless, Amara and her family returns to their native place Shimla with myriad apprehensions only to 
find that people back in India were more open to change than they thought of.  In Shimla, Amara feels 
more at home and starts blossoming and expressing self.  With help of Shikha didi, a divorcee herself 
and Lalit who extends help to the victims of divorce.  She starts redefining her identity from a 
dependent to independent and a victim to a victor. Her greatest victory lies is her becoming a source 
of support and guidance to her NRI friends Stacy and Ria and her courage to adopt a girl child who is 
on the verge of abandonment.   
 

- redefining the identity and socio-cultural space of Indian women in the 
gendered society 
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Amara, the protagonist is a representative of all those Indian girls of modern times who are brought-up 
with their marriage as the sole purpose of their existence.  The limited independence given to Amara is a 
testimony to the guarded environment in which the Indian girls are raised.  In the name of liberty, they 
are confined to choose from the list their parents have made for them in all aspects  education, food, 
clothes, friends and finally the groom too. They are never allowed to express themselves.  If someone 
does, they are tagged as rebellion and a dishonor to the family.  Like Amara, many girls in India are torn 
between expression of their desires and adjusting to the choices of their parents.  
 
Amara and her parents are none other than all Indian parents for whom girl child is a liability and who 
are of opinion that their responsibility of the daughter ends with her marriage.  Baba and Biji are a 
representation of those who consider that marriage is the ultimate 
belong to the sect who devote all their efforts and finances not to educate their daughter and make her 
self-  
 
Baba and Biji are such parents who believe in the parrot card-reading or predictions of palmists than in 

prediction of a parrot card-reader, which becomes a verdict for her life.   
 
A daughter, all issues related to her, especially her marriage is an honour for them.  Any disturbance in 
this series is highly unacceptable to them. Just as Biji blames Amara for the break-up with Prashant, the 
country is full of several mothers who overlook the reality. In their anguish for the future of the 
daughter and with a repentance for their inability to make their daughters independent, they blame the 
daughters for the debacle.  Baba and Biji are like many of those parents who donot consider the 
mismatch which would become a trouble-maker some day, but try to find the cause in their daughters.  
Such parents, craving for their honour, social status and acceptance in their communities gamble the 
lives and futures of their daughters.  
(PTO) 

: But the 

Amara was projected as a new beginning than a bleak ending.  Also the response of the people, near and 
dear in Shimla was quite opposite to the ground-
treatment of divorce as a possibility in a marriage which could not go ahead is another eye-opener for all 
those who believe to enliven those non-functional or mal-functional marriages for the sake of social 
honour.  Also presence of many reconstruction programmes for divorcees as conducted by Shikha didi is 
a welcome note.  The help for such women divorcees coming from egalitarian men like Lalit is also a 
gleam ray of hope as presented to the victims by the writer. 
 
Amara  the ray of hope for victims of socio-cultural evils: The restarting of a new life by Amara in 
Shimla is a strong message to all women who suffer the social problems related to marriage.  But the 
point to be noted is that the new start is signified by the preferences and choices of Amara which makes 
her more confident and worthy.  The real capabilities of Amara are found to be diving out of her in her 
second innings  signifying that the true identity of an individual is made and projected only when they 
are given a liberty to live in their own fashion.  Amara is able to create an identity for herself very 
quickly in Shimla in contrast to her long years back in US.  This again signifies the relevance of 
independence which is to be given to a girl as she grows to create a space and identity for her in the 
social and cultural spheres.   
 

message 
to all the contemporary women that we remain weak as long as we choose to and can evolve out of the 
weakness only when we choose.  Though support from outside is a pre-requisite, innate zeal and inner 
confidence to rebuild self are inevitable.  This zeal and confidence are displayed by Amara only when 
she was given a chance to live as she wanted to be.   
 



 
Arts & Education International Research Journal Volume 7 Issue 1                              ISSN 2349- 1353 

 

 
Journal Published by IMRF Journals | 2020 Edition                                                          |    56 
 

testimony for her growth and evolution as a complete self- herself.  Also her courage to adopt a girl is an 
exemplification of her inner strength.  Meghana Pant draws out all these abilities from Amara after her 
divorce  which means women can create their strengths and spaces and achieve despite the broken 
marriages.   
 

-marriage with Lalit is another message across that women who are victims of divorce can 
recreate their lost space and status in socio-cultural spheres provided they meet a perfect mate in the 
latter half of their life.  But here women need to take decisions gingerly and make their choices with a 
thorough home work to avoid any debacles further. 
 
Conclusion: -cultural depravity faced 
by Indian women and presents numerous solutions to deal with problems relating to marriage and 
divorce.  The novel also presents in assertion the possibilities of redefining the social and cultural spaces 
in a gendered society also giving a room to make a new identity for self. 
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