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Abstract: Teaching and Learning English in India has always been a challenge right from the beginning 
of the history language teaching till date. The English has won ‘global status’ or International language’ 
and the position of English as a global language is going to become stronger day by day. English 
language is the backbone of civilizations and culture across the world. English is taught as second 
language; but used as the medium of instructions in academic. But the condition of English in schools 
and colleges deteriorating. This paper consist of current issues and challenges that are language learner’s 
and teachers are facing in Jharkhand .Various obstacles regarding large number of student stuffed in 
small classroom, rural background, lack of confidence, lack of motivation, barrier of hesitation , lack of 
reading habits, phobia in minds of learner, inappropriate curriculum that do not fulfill the requirements 
of English learners, lack of feedback and lack of trained and qualified  teachers are some important 
factors that marks the entire process of implementing quality of education.  
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Introduction:Nowadays technology, information and knowledge explosion have led to the increase of 
teaching and learning English as an international Language. English language teaching is very important 
because of its global status of English. Teaching and learning English in different countries have been 
faced with some problems. English in India is used not only for communicating with outside world but 
also for inter-state and intra-state communication .India is divided into distinct linguistic regions. 
English acts as an indispensable link language because English is used as a second language which 
means the language the most people use besides their mother tongue .English also was issued as die 
medium of instruction particularly for higher education. There were times when one could function 
without learning to speak and write in English. But in the present climate of globalization, it is difficult 
to succeed on most of jobs without sufficient confidence in using English. When we talk about English 
language teaching in the technical colleges is rather difficult and when we talk of special area- 
Jharkhand, we have to be attentive more and more. Before commenting on the problems we should 
discuss a little bit of the nature and need of English language taught to the technical college students.  It 
is completely different from the traditional course of literature. It gives focus on the functional and 
communicative aspects of the language. We know that language acquisition is a very slow process and if 
we try to teach English to those students who don’t have reasonable command over the language. There 
are many problems to discuss to find here why the students of technical colleges of Jharkhand could not 
acquire English naturally the problems are widely based on many following factors – 
 
Problems of Learning English: 
1. Mother interference: Learners of English, despite their different backgrounds, face difficulties when 

it comes to learning English as second or foreign language. Mother tongue interference means the 
effect of the learner’s native language on second foreign language. Most of the problems arise due to 
the interference of mother tongue in speaking English. Both the teachers and students are very fluent 
in talking their own mother tongue. They forget that every language differs in stress, intonation and 
pronunciation. 

2. Learning Method: Everything is about learning. If you want to intelligent, you have to learn how to 
be intelligent. Language learning is a process by which a learner, usually an adult learns a language in 
a class-room or in a similar situations.  One of the reasons for declining standards of teaching English 
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is the inability of teachers to understand the difference between the teaching of literature and 
teaching of language skills. 

3. Psychological problems: Language, the mind and learning are inexorably linked and an 
understanding of students’ mental processes, feeling, emotions, motives and behaviors. It is a 
widespread misunderstand amongst students that English the most difficult of all subjects. The 
results and the failure candidates act as evidence to prove this fact. Psychology has played a great 
role to evolve appropriate methods and techniques for effective language teaching. Learning 
language is not only for mental development but also for emotional and moral development. 

4. Translation method: Translation Method was popular method in ancient time .Now ,these rules are 
outdated and old fashioned Translation Method is widely used in rural areas .It helps the learner to 
understand the content of the text but bars from learning of language. Translation method is thus a 
great problem in learning English. 

5. Lack of practice and Repetition: Language could be mastered by practicing all the four skills viz 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students are not interested to learn English, so they will be 
tired of repeating and practicing the language. The rural surrounding does not allow the learner to 
practice any of these skills. The lack of audio tools also adds in the problem of lack of practice. 

6. Lack of interest and motivation -: The most important obstacle in learning English. Learning English 
being compelled has merely become a hurdle in passing students only concentrate on passing marks. 
They do not care for learning the language as a tool of communication because they not interested, 
they do not listen to their teacher and do not learn anything. Lack of motivation is cause of problems 
in learning English language. Students should be encouraged to repeat the language, because the 
language can be learned only be repetition. In learning a second or a foreign language, motivation is 
the crucial force for learning English language for communication skills. 

7. Lack of concentration: The lack of concentration is another important factor for learning English 
language. When the student do not have the concentration cannot learn the material. Concentration 
depends on these factors; 

a. Fatigue and insomnia 
b. Environment 
c. Family problems 

8. Mistakes in English-: The English language can be quite tricky! There area few common mistakes 
many English language learners make when speaking English. Most of the mistakes are made 
unknowingly i.e., when making mistake became habitual, we keep making the same mistake even 
without realizing it. 

9. Crowded classes – One of the biggest issues facing students and teachers today is overcrowding. The 
size of the classes everywhere is considerably large and thus student’s participation in the class work 
is quite impossible. It is more difficult for teachers to work with students in classes larger than 25 or 
30 student’s .Large classrooms make discussions and group work more difficult. It should also be 
recognized that the practical work in the teaching of English demands less no of students in the 
class. 

10. Lack of proficiency in English teacher in the English language: unfortunately, most of the English 
teacher lack fluent in English language.  They teach English in the form of written language to the 
student and this is not hundred percent learning. 

11. Lack of proper aim: Teachers do not exactly understand the main aim of teaching English. They 
divide their work into reading, writing, grammar, translation, dictation and composition. They feel 
fully satisfied in keeping the students busy in writing during the whole period of teaching. They fail 
to realize that all these are different aspects. English has to be taught principally as a language of 
comprehension, rather than a literary language 

12. Lack of Uniform Policy: There is no uniform policy regarding the beginning of English teaching. At 
present, there are three different stages at which the teaching of English introduced.  Early stage (age 
6 to 9 years), Middle stage (age 11 to12) and Later stage (age of 14 years) which slows down the rate 
progress. 

13. Lack of method: Another serious defect in the teaching of English that the teachers do not conform 
to a proper metical of teaching English. The teacher should help the student to learn the language, 
rather than to teach him. The teachers are still using the grammar translation method of teaching. 
The new approach, structural and situational bilingual and communicative all not popular without 
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teachers. As a consequence, our student are facing all the demerits of grammar (translation) method 
and devoid of advantages of new effective methods and approaches. 

14. Defective system of Examination: One of the main defects of the examination system in English that 
it does not test the student’s ability to understand spoken English and this ability to speak it. This is 
the reason that pronunciation of most of the student is defective. The teachers also do not pay any 
attention to oral work at the time of teaching. 

15. Less use of audio-visual aids: Audio-visual aids hardly used. Due to lack of funds, expensive aids 
cannot be purchase. But cheaper aids like picture, charts, models boards which are easily accessible, 
are even not used by teachers. As soon as they become teacher, they shirk from using audio-video 
aids. English can be best taught by using audio-visual aids and they are neglected. 

16. Lack of proper correction of student exercise book: The exercise books of students lack in suggestive 
correction. All the exercise of students be corrected and the mistakes must be written clearly. 

17. Inability to understand the true functions of grammar: The teaching of grammar for the sake of 
teaching has no importance. In teaching it, the teachers ignore its fundamental aspect. It is actually 
thought this aspect that the students- learn the use idioms. At the same time, they develop an 
instinct for correct words. These two things matter more than learning grammatical rules  

 
Solution to the Problems: 
1. Many people think English as the most difficult language. We should eradicate the socio –

Psychological problems of the students by motivating them and giving some responsibility. 
2. We need to engage with contrastive studies and error analysis. The teacher of English should focus 

on building confidence among students and encouraging them to gather information and to learn 
other skills. 

3. Improvement in teaching facilities:  Proper teaching facilities including space, book and teaching 
aids. The college library should subscribe good journals for latest development in English language 
teaching. 

4. Practice the four core skills: Reading, Writing, Speaking, and listening .They are need to be worked 
on for you to improve. 

5. Motivation: The learners are better motivated than the other group who want to study language for 
specific purpose.so it must be the duty of teacher to create in the learners a desire to the culture and 
literature of the language they are learning. 

6. Attention: If the learner pays full attention to the learning task, his whole learning potential is 
brought into action. So it must be the duty of the teacher to attract the attention of the learners to 
the learning tasks. 

7. Translation method: This method aimed at giving the student a perfect knowledge of the grammar, 
knowledge of the vocabulary and the learner the ability to understand and appreciate the literature 
of the language learnt. It also help the students would be good in writing the language by their 
experience in translating from the mother tongue into the language learnt. 

8. 8: Direct method: the direct method is association of words and sentences with their         meaning 
through demonstration, dramatization and not by the use of mother tongue. Infact, this method was 
the reaction against the grammar translation method. 

9. Communicative methodology: communicative methodology proposes to equip the students with 
competence that would need to communicate effectively in the target language. Communicate 
language teaching demands a high level of competence both in the teacher and the students. 

10. Structural Approach:  The structural Approach is a technique where in the learner masters the 
pattern of the sentence. It can be defined as “device that we use to make signal, to convey meanings 
and indicate relationship. It is based on the assumptions that language can be best through scientific 
selection and grading of the structures or pattern of sentences and vocabulary. 

11. Planning is important for preparing a relevant curriculum .It should be planned according to what 
student need to learn. 

 
Conclusion:If language is taken from the human society, human civilization will be destroyed, thus, 
teaching and learning language is a priority in the field of education. Nowadays, with the advancement 
of science and technology, English is essentials an international language. 
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To meet the present day challenges in teaching English , first of all, English should not be treated as 
subject as it is to be used for interacting with one another throughout the world . In addition of these, 
our teachers too should update their knowledge, skills and should meet the demands of globalization 
since English is seen as a key educational investment in their world. If provided with the latest language 
teaching tools and with the support of technology, one can teach the language effectively and motivate 
the students towards learning language. This will be achieved by the development of English language 
teaching a principle manner. And second language teachers need special trains to learn how to teach 
language. The problems cited above are common in all states of India. The English teachers of Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand have to face many difficulties in teaching. They have no sufficient 
teaching aids and teaching atmosphere. Thus, there is much to done to remove the difficulties of 
teaching English to improve the standard of teaching English. 
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