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Abstract: Ample of research work has done on the Dalit and Black (African-American literature, but the 
critical endeavour is not adequate. As far Dalit Literature is concerned, research scholars have focused 
on the socio cultural protest with the help of their research work. Some researchers explored space or 
power of the Dalits in their research. Thus, people also have done their research in regard of Exclusion 
and marginalization of Dalit men and women in Indian Society with the help of their research. People 
have interpreted African American’s Quest for Identity with all its phases, aspects, implications and 
nuances as reflected in the African American Fiction. Some of have examined the complex problem of 
identity of the African American in terms of their research.  Some scholars have explored the Fictional 
Canon of Paule Marshall and emphasized Marshall’s commitment to the African American women. They 
researched on race, gender and identity and also explored the African American feminist fiction from 
Harriet Wilson to Paule Marshall.  
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Introduction: The study of Dalit literature subverts the old canons but also believes in creating new 
ones. It seeks to reject those conventions and cultural norms which not only marginalized the dalit voice 
and the voice of other oppressed communities including women. The study of Dalit literature attempts 
to create a new paradigm, a new set of value adding up to the contemporary cultural scenario. The event 
of Dalit literature could be understood as a part of the mass culture which marks the postmodernist 
phase all over the world. It reveals the collective consciousness of community whose voice had remained 
suppressed through the annals of history. Therefore, Dalit texts always draw on the archetypal pattern 
exploring the sources of Indian history. It brings out dichotomy which always existed between the ‘high’ 
and ‘low’ cultures and attempts to deconstruct the old cultural narrative which it finds highly biased and 
partial. It stands for a new ideology which had several lapses before, and needed to be recognized. 
Literature of the Dalits represents an alternative culture, refusing to be a subaltern any longer. A Dalit 
text is subversive, but not essentially intimidating. It relates itself to cultural context and speaks for the 
revival of sociological approach to literary arts. It opposes the obsessive concern with the formal 
accomplishment, the linguistic expertise and the modernist tendency to look for the meaning of the text 
within the text itself. It inaugurates a new era of cultural transformation the Indian context, and 
inevitably reaches out to the global phenomenon called postmodernism. The oppressed, dispossessed, 
landless, the marginalized, all over the world have never been silent on the exploitation, discrimination 
that they were forced to experience. Since the days of colonization, both internal and external, there 
have been sporadic, isolated attempts by the colonized subjects to resist the colonial exploitation, its 
racist attitudes in various forms. In due course of time, these sporadic voices got consolidated in the 
form of movements like the Amerindian Movement, African American Movement, Aboriginal Australian 
Movement, Dalit Movement and so on. Writings of these marginalized groups, North American Indian 
Literature, African American Literature, Aboriginal Australian Literature, Dalit Literature have been 
expressing their sorrows, hopes and aspirations and protests.  It is natural for their literatures to present 
their life, experience, culture, philosophy. Literature and art to them are part of life and not distinct 
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from life. Therefore, their writing is a part of their struggle for survival, for land rights and basic human 
rights, against discrimination and exploitation. The Amerindian Movement, African American 
Movement, Aboriginal Australian Movement, and  Dalit Movement and the literature produced by them 
are mutually supportive as  they reflect the fourth world discourse, the discourse of the internally 
colonized people even in the postcolonial countries.  
 
The emergence and growth of Dalit movements and literatures varies from region to region. For 
instance, unlike Marathi Dalit literature, Gujarati Dalit literature had a delayed beginning. There was 
also a serious debate about the aesthetic and ideological preoccupations of Gujarati literature t large. 
The dalit writers range from all walks of life-teachers, academic, IAS Officers, blue collar workers and so 
on. The Dalit assertion in Tamil Nadu is direct fall-out of the Dravidian movement in the state. 
Karnataka has occupied a unique place in the history of social movements of the country. The last 
quarter of the 19

th
 century and the first quarter of the 20

th
 century were a period of intense upheaval in 

Kerala. A well-defined and powerful Dalit literary discourse is yet to be seen in Kerala. The major 
reasons are the historical silencing of caste identity, sub-caste and inter-community strife-disunity, lack 
of cultural consciousness.   
 
Controversies about what constitutes Dalit literature is still debated in the contemporary Indian literary 
scenario. There are many people who have theory phobia. People who are against theory do not know 
that they themselves are theorizing. Having no theory is itself a theoretical stance. There are many facts 
and assumptions around us. Each discourse creates and valorizes its own value system. These value 
systems are not eternal, immutable. They are constructed. It could be because of clearly thought out or 
deliberate agenda or could be accidental and gradually got codified. Any discourse either on history or 
literature is a version of constructed reality and not the version of reality. But it so happened that in a 
country like India-multi-cultural, multi-lingual, multi-ethnic, multi-regional, multi-religious, multi-
gender-the discourse valorizes the dominant caste/gender/religion/region. Has become the national 
discourse and become the norm/standard and universal.  
 
African-American literature projects a similar scenario on the horizon of contemporary world literature. 
Like India, the United States is also a plural society and like our own society in India, there are several 
cross-currents operating within the nation. We all know that people from different nations in Europe 
had come to settle down in America in the 16th century. Though they practiced the same religious faith 
and had similar racial features and appearance, they had brought with them the national identity and 
ethos which in each case is unique. In this already existing heterogeneity was added the black race with 
Negroid features. It was, as seems now, a mole on a beautiful bright face of raw Virgin land.  The Negro 
literature also has passed through such subsequent phases as back literature, Afro-American literature 
and finally to African-American literature. We must have already noticed the term ‘African’ and priority 
of the blacks who are from Africa in context of the literary activities. African-American literature today 
opposes several things in the literature of the white Americans. ‘Negro’ now is no longer a marginal 
character but a protagonist who asserts his racial identity.  
 
African-American literature is the body of literature   produced in the United States by writers of African 
descent. It begins with the works of such late 18th-century writers as Phillis Wheatley. Before the high 
point of slave narratives, African-American literature was dominated by autobiographical spiritual 
narratives. African American literature reached early high points with slave narratives of the nineteenth 
century. The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s was a time of flowering of literature and the arts. Writers 
of African-American literature have been recognized by the highest awards, including the Noble Prize to 
Toni Morrison.  Among the themes and issues explored in this literature are the role of African 
Americans within the larger American society, African-American culture, racism, slavery, and equality. 
African-American writing has tended to incorporate oral forms, such as spirituals, sermons, gospel 
music, blues and trap. African-American literature attempts to locate and analyze contribution of the 
Black writers to it and explores the role of African-Americans within the larger American society. It 
highlights the themes such as African-American culture, racism, slavery and equality. African-American 
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literature is the creation of diverse worlds, cross-cultural customs and mixed creeds. It portrays personal 
experiences and history of African-American culture. It presents experiences and memories of Black 
people and the brutal treatment of white community against them. It is described as a documentation of 
the multi-faceted nature of oppression in the multi-racial community. The condition of African-
Americans struggling for freedom and equality is the main concern of African-American authors. As a 
result, they share the experiences of Black women in a racist and sexist community.  
 
African-American literature has contributed more than the sum of its reaction to subjugation. African-
American literature was a post emancipation happening that gained its consistency as an undertaking in 
the social world. It attempts to present the Black writers’ reaction to social and political circumstances 
through fiction. The research work analyzes selected fictional works of Alice Walker on the theme of 
anger, anguish and identity consciousness of the African-Americans. It took shape in the circumstance 
of the challenge to the enforcement and justification of racial subordination and operation. The Black 
writers are deprived from depicting their artistic creativity that ultimately leads to deprive their 
existence in literature. In the Post-Colonial era the suffering of the African American people is variously 
brought out by a number of African American writers before the world. The African American, being a 
Christian was not treated as the same; being an American he was placeless at his own place. Thus, the 
suffering is brought out in the forms of creative writings by the Afro American writers. 
 
Dalit literature is the literature which artistically portrays the sorrows, tribulations, slavery degradation, 
ridicule and poverty endured by Dalits. Dalit literature has a great historical significance. Its form and 
objective were different from those of the other post-independence literatures. The mobilization of the 
oppressed and exploited sections of the society- the peasants, Dalits, women and low caste occurred on 
a large scale in the 1920s and 1930s,under varying leaderships and with varying ideologies. Its presence 
was noted in India and abroad. On the other hand African American writing primarily focused on the 
issue of slavery, as indicated by the subgenre of slave narratives. The movement of the African 
Americans led by Martin Luther King and the activities of black panthers as also the “Little Magazine” 
movement as the voice of the marginalized proved to be a background trigger for resistance literature of 
Dalits in India. In this research paper the main objective is to draw similarities between the politics of 
Caste and Race in Indian Dalit literature and the Black American writing with reference to Bama’s 
Karukku and Alice Walker’s The Color Purple. 
 
Pedagogical Implications:  It is a fact that caste and race destructed the lives of an innumerable 
African Americans and Dalits in America and India. The present research work will be beneficial for the 
students, teachers and researchers who will work on Dalit and (Black) African American Literature. The 
texts like, Upra and The Weave of My Life have been prescribed in some universities for the under 
graduate courses, so the students as well as teachers will be benefitted by this research work. The 
researcher hankers for equality. Many Dalit and Negro students had to leave their education incomplete. 
The brunt of the caste and race are even now being experienced by the Dalits and Negroes. Therefore, 
the researcher expects that caste and race must not be observed in the sacred places like Schools, 
Colleges and Universities.   
 
Freedom without bread is meaningless. The blacks felt that slavery with bread was bitter than freedom 
without bread. But it was also true that bread with slavery is poisoned bread. The option before them 
was obvious and clear. They give freedom because it gave them strength to struggle. ‘All men were 
created equal’. This was the corner-stone of the American Constitution. Here ‘all men’ did not include 
‘black men’. That was the unfortunate reality. Or surreality? The American blacks have fought long legal 
battles in American courts to affirm their rights. Americans always cherished the dream of liberty, 
equality and happiness. Dalits in India constitute a major marginalized group of people. They were 
untouchables in this utmost ancient land of dreams and nightmares, reveries and hallucinations. 
Untouchability was the result of the travesty of the Varna Vyavastha  in India. It was a kind of socio-
religious slavery imposed upon the Dalit people. It got institutionalized over the centuries in social 
norms, customs and traditions. It however, became a universal and all pervading phenomenon. The 
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caste Hindus outcast them and pushed them beyond the periphery of Hindu religion and culture. The 
Indian Dalit laments as though in anguish and anger “What did I do, To be so outcast”.  This cry of 
anger and frustration is to be addressed through academic platforms to reach to “Benang” (for better 
tomorrow). 
 
American Blacks as well as Indian Dalits were the sons and daughters of darkness journeying through 
untold sorrows and sufferings. Dalits are the native sons of India. They were the salt and savour of this 
ancient land. But unfortunately they were disowned by the high caste Hindus for centuries together. 
Today the Dalit writer asks: What is India to me? An enigmatic land? A dream or a nightmare?   Or a 
puzzling riddle? He is in a search of answers to these questions. What it means to be an untouchable or 
a pariah? He knows very well that his forefathers sprang out from the same womb as the Brahmins. The 
American Black writer faces the same dilemma. What is America to me? A deep well of sorrow? A land 
of travail and trauma? But he knows at the same time that his forefathers were brought to America in 
chains and auctioned on the shores of Atlanta. The black Americans have irrigated the fertile land of 
liberty with their blood, fears and sweat. Africa, the land of his ancestors, cannot altogether disappear 
from their memories, however faint these might be. Africa occupies a special place in their hearts and 
souls. Their conscious minds are filled with America but Africa is struck forever in their plays. That is 
the reason why they call themselves Afro-Americans. Their identity has travelled from coloured to 
Negro, from Negro to Black, from Black to Afro-American. They are full blooded African-Americans. The 
essence of American black personality is found in their spirituals, Jazz, Blues, poems, short stories and 
novels. Marginal is their existence. From Richard Wright’s Native to Alex Haley’s Roots, the Black 
American literature deals with the essence of black identity caught in perpetual crisis. But of late, it has 
revealed the core of optimism, ‘We shall overcome someday’. 
 
Indian Dalit writing is a Post-Inpendence literary phenomenon. Not there were no dalit writers writing 
before Independence. There were, but they were very few. Even in the long past, saints like Chokhamela 
and Rohidas were expressing their predicament. Their voices were passive. Today we hear loud voices of 
protest in Dalit writing. Dalit writing today has a lot of sound and fury. Writers like Shankarrao Kharat, 
Anna Bhau Sathe, Baburao Bagul, Daya pawar, Namdev Dhasal, Yashwant Manohar and a host of others 
have caught the attention of readers. Marati Dalit literature has become a source of inspiration to Dalit 
writers writing in other Indian languages. These writers are inspired by Dr. Br. Ambedkar’s thoughts. 
Emergence of Dalit literature has a great historical significance in India seeking for economic equality, 
social justice, studying assimilative policies, facing gender bias, dehumanization, and division of social 
hierarchy and so on.  
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