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Abstract: The article aims to study on field of “An Introduction Literary Copyright and Intellectual 
Property Right Exposition in Thailand”.  
The study finds as (1) the Copyright law provides protection as 9 types of literature creative works as 
required by law, including literary works such as books, writings, publications, speeches, computer 
programs, and dramatic work such as dance, dance, gesture, or performance including performances by 
dumb methods as well. (2) At the same time, the evolution of literature as allow more people to have 
access to the creativity of the literary owners. Therefore, it has to extend the literature in various forms 
in order to disseminate knowledge, resulting in work. The creator is known Entertainment is edifying 
and most importantly, creating added value. For that a literary work may be modified in many ways. For 
examples translations, audio book, e-book, plays, games, broadcasting, characters, etc.  
Law and Acts referable in Thailand has many laws on intellectual property protection, such as the Patent 
Act 2522 B.E., which has been amended twice by the Patent Act (Version 2) 2535 B.E.  and the Patent Act 
(Version 3) 2542 B.E., Trademark Act 2534 B.E., as amended by the Trademark Act (Version 2) 2537 B.E. 
Copyright Act 2537 B.E., and Comments Protection of Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits onwards 
2543 B.E. 
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1. Introduction: The article is presenting an introduction literary copyright and intellectual property 
right exposition in Thailand aimed to study in the context of Thailand acts. The unclearly of Copy right 
and Intellectual Property Right is taken discussion on the paper especially the case of law and acts of 
Thailand to motivated knowledge on files of that. 
 
The contexts of Acts and Law in Thailand mentions that all three of these are called copyright really not 
there are some differences. 
1. Copyright is the work of human creativity, whether it's photography, music, writing, choreography, 

and many others. When the creative work is finished will protect itself until the creator dies and 
continue protection from the creator dies 50 years before it expires and is public (in other words, the 
creator died +50 years) 

2. Patents are divided into 3 types which are 
2.1) Invention Patents Will be an invention with complicated procedures And is a new invention The 
coverage period is 20 years, cannot be renewed. 
2.2) Petty patent will be a simple invention the process is not complicated. And is a new invention 
the coverage period is 6 years, can be renewed 2 times, each time for 2 years. 
2.3) design patents. Will be the design of various products with unique shapes and new inventions 
the coverage period is 10 years and cannot be renewed. 

3. Trademarks Is the logo of products or services in various stores Will have a coverage of 10 years, 
renewed throughout. 

 
In sum up, copyright is an art. Patents are inventions and designs. A trademark is a logo that indicates 
the identity of that product or service.  
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2. Literary Copy Right in Thailand:  
2.1 What is Copyright? 
Copyright means the exclusive right to take any action related to the work that the creator initiated by 
using his intelligence, knowledge, ability and industriousness in creating. By not copying the work of 
others the creative work must be the work that is protected by copyright law.

1
 The creator will be 

protected immediately upon creation, without registration. 
The notification of copyright information to the Department of Intellectual Property does not guarantee 
the rights of the copyright owner in any way. But is only a notification to the government agency that 
they are the rights holder of the copyrighted work provided. The applicant must certify that he is the 
owner of the work for copyright notification and certificate issued by the Department of Intellectual 
Property. Did not certify that the owner of the copyright work in any way If there is a dispute about 
ownership of copyright The informant is obliged to prove ownership of that copyright. 
 
2.2 Type of Copyrighted Works: Copyright law provides protection for 9 types

2
 of creative work as 

specified by law, including 
1. Literary works such as books, pamphlets, writings, publications, computer programs 
2. Dramatic work, such as work that involves dancing, dancing, acting, or performing is composed as a 

story. Including performances by dumb methods as well. 
3. Fine arts, such as painting, sculpture, printmaking, architecture, photography, illustration, or three-

dimensional shape creation Or science Applied art Which includes photos and plans of the work as 
well. 

4. Musical works such as lyrics, melodies, arranging the harmonics, including the notes which are 
separated and harmonized. 

5. Audio recording tasks, such as music tapes, compact discs (CDs) that record sound data. This does 
not include sound effects for movies. Or other audio-visual material. 

6. Audiovisual works, such as videotapes, VCDs, DVDs, laser discs that record information, consisting 
of sequences of images or images and sound that can be played again. 

7. Movie work, such as movies, including sound effects for that movie (if any). 
8. Broadcasting work, such as radio broadcasting, broadcasting or television images. 
9. Any other work in the literature department Science department Or the art department 
 
2.3 Works That Are Not Considered Copyright: 
1. Daily news and facts that is just news, such as date, time, location, person's name, number of people, 

quantity, etc. 
2. However, if the said information is compiled into a literary work such as news analysis, articles, the 

work may be protected in the form of a literary work. 
3. Constitution and law. 
4. Regulations, announcements, orders, explanations and correspondence of ministries, bureaus, 

departments or any other government or local agencies. 
5. Judgments, orders, decisions and government reports. 
6. Translation and compilation of things according to parts 1) – 4) prepared by ministries, bureaus, 

departments or any other government or local agencies. 
7. Ideas, procedures, processes, systems, methods of use or operation, concepts, principles, discoveries 

or scientific theories or math. 
 

3. Literary Intellectual Property Right in Thailand: 

                                                           
1

 Jirasak Rodchansriracha, Copyright: legal principles and guidelines for protection and exploitation from the 

copyrighted creative work. Bangkok, Thailand. (2005). pp. 1-7 (Thai language) 
2

 Jiraprapha Klin, Explanation of Copyright Law. Bangkok, Thailand. (2005). p. 5  (Thai language) 
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3.1 Intellectual property means works of human creativity. It is a legal right that allows the rights 
holder or "rights holder" to rise above anything that is caused by human intellectual 
creativity. Intellectual property can be divided into 2 main categories which are; 
1. Industrial property it is human creativity related to industrial products. Divided into patents, 

trademarks Industrial design Trade secrets and geographical indications. 
2. Copyright refers to work or creativity in the fields of literature, art, music, film or any other work in 

the science department. Including computer programs, databases. Therefore, intellectual property 
rights are rights or ownership of things that are the intellectual property. 

3.2 Law and Acts referable in Thailand has many laws on intellectual property protection, such as the 
Patent Act 2522 B.E., which has been amended twice by the Patent Act (Version 2) 2535 B.E.  and the 
Patent Act (Version 3) 2542 B.E., Trademark Act 2534 B.E., as amended by the Trademark Act (Version 
2) 2537 B.E. Copyright Act 2537 B.E., and Comments Protection of Layout Designs of Integrated Circuits 
onwards 2543 B.E.

3
 

 
4. Evolution of Literature in Thailand: In Thailand literary work

4
 organized as one of the 9 

copyrighted works under the Act Copyright 1994 by the literature that most people are most familiar 
with books and writings. Nowadays which is no longer confined to paper but in a digital format that 
many people can access too

5
, like publishing on websites, online platforms in posts on social media, etc. 

 
At the same time, to allow more people to have access to the creativity of the literary owners. Therefore, 
it has to extend the literature in various forms in order to disseminate knowledge, resulting in work. The 
creator is known Entertainment is edifying and most importantly, creating added value. For that a 
literary work may be modified in many ways. Which can be cited as an example the extension of literary 
works is as follows; 
 
4.1 Translation: Translation of literary works into various languages, such as translation from Thai into 
Chinese, English or French allowing foreigners to access, literature is expanding the literature market. It 
goes abroad and promotes the sharing of knowledge from developed countries to developing countries. 
 
4.2 Audio Books: The content of the literature is read aloud and recorded on a sound recording sheet. 
The content of the work can be accessed from hearing. This is very useful for young and disabled users. 
 
4.3 Electronic Books (E-book): The conversion of literary works to digital files, which currently has an 
E-book platform. A large number, both at home and abroad is an alternative for literary owners to 
publish their work at a cost. At the same time, it is an alternative solution for users who need the 
convenience of portability and space saving book storage. 
 
4.4 Plays: Adaptation of literary works is into chapters for acting in order to create into a television 
drama, stage plays, movies, etc. Many literature that has been adapted into various dramas Received a 
well-known reputation more broadly. 
 
4.5 Games: Bringing literary stories into stories in games or bringing characters from literary works 
become the story player in the game. The creation of the game will allow players to feel more involved in 
the story more than reading from literature only. 
 
4.6 Animation: Presentation of stories or characters from literary works in the form of cartoon 
animation by cartoons animation tends to be bright and beautiful. Is a favorite for both adults and 

                                                           
3

 Jirasak Rodchan, Copy Right: Legal Principles and Guidelines for Protection and Exploitation of Copyrighted 

Creative Works. 1
st
 ed. Bangkok, Thailand, (2012). p.15. (Thai Language)  

4
 Definition of "Literature" in Section 4 of the Copyright Act 1994 

   "Literature" means all types of written works, such as books, pamphlets, writings, publications, lectures, 

sermons, and speeches also speech and to include computer programs as well. 
5
 Digital Millennium Copyright Act 1998, Sec 1201 (d)-(j) 
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children and can offer. Some stories are more convenient than live action, such as animal characters and 
supernatural scenes. That can't be shown without advanced computer graphic technology 
 
4.7 Broadcasting: Extension of literary works that have been digitized, such as dramas, movies, 
cartoons by broadcasting via radio, television or other multimedia media. Which the broadcasting works 
contributes very much in helping to publicize the work and is considered another work separately from 
that drama or movie. 
 
4.8 Character: The characters in the literature, that have characteristics or unique enough.  
(Well-delineated) That can be extended to create other works such as Line Sticker and various souvenirs 
so people who like the character can collect. 
 
4.9 Other: However, when the original literary works that are copyrighted works are to further expand 
in various fields builder must always ask permission of the copyright owner if it is a reproduction, 
modification or distribution to the public. Which are the exclusive rights of the copyright owner, while 
making the license should have a clear agreement as how to use copyright work of copyright owners. 
Also, in the license if the licensee has created a new copyright work, the licensee will be the copyright 
owner in the work he created. Even if it was modified in the future Copyright owners must also consider 
the scope of the license.

6
 In order to assess the value in calculating suitable compensation for computer 

programs, which is a type of literary work May not be extended in the form. Same with other books or 
literature but the law provides protection as a copyright work since it is considered writings only in 
computer language. 
 
5. Conclusion: In Thailand Copyright law provides protection as 9 types of literature creative works as 
required by law, including literary works such as books, writings, publications, speeches, computer 
programs, and dramatic work such as dance, dance, gesture, or performance including performances by 
dumb methods as well. 
At the same time, to allow more people to have access to the creativity of the literary owners. Therefore, 
it has to extend the literature in various forms in order to disseminate knowledge, resulting in work. The 
creator is known Entertainment is edifying and most importantly, creating added value. For that a 
literary work may be modified in many ways. For examples translations, audio book, e-book, plays, 
games, broadcasting, characters, etc.  
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