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Abstract: 
The Madrasa Can be considered as a building, as a legal entity, and as an educational institution. 
Madrasa is the Arabic word for any type of educational institutions, secular or religious. The 
organization of Madrasa in India and its working all along remained religion centric.  The aim of 
Madrasa education is to inculcate the belief and practice of Islam among its followers and guide them to 
follow Quran and traditions of the prophet. The first great burst of Madrasa construction occurred in 
the 11th century in the Selijuk empire. In 1986 the Indian Government initiated a project to modernize 
the Madrasa. But many madrasas refused to cooperate.  The government has continued its efforts with 
limited success. There are three madrasa in Eluru, West Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh. Separate 
Madrasa for both girls and boys. Near Gopannapalem, a village in West Godavari District, Andhra 
Pradesh another Madrasa run by Charitable Trust with huge construction.  
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Introduction: Madrasa is an Islamic literally a place of instruction, especially instruction in religious 
law. In modern usage the term usually applies to schools offering Islamic religious instruction at any 
level. The Madrasa can be considered as a building, as a legal entity, and as an educational institution.  
Madrasa is an institution of learning, where Islamic sciences including literary and philosophical ones 
are taught.  Madrasa is the Arabic word for any type of Educational institutions, secular or religious, 
whether for elementary instruction or higher learning. The word is variously transliterated Madrash, 
Medresa, Madrassa, Madraza, Medrese etc. In the West the word usually refers to a specific type of 
religious school or college for the study of the Islamic religion, though this may not be the only subject 
studied.  

 
Functions of Madrasa:  Initially Principal function of Madrasa was to train personnel for Government 
service and accordingly curriculum was formulated to cater the administrative needs of Muslim rulers. 
The organization of Madrasa in India and its working all along remained religion centric. Subjects 
related to Islam continually dominated its curriculum in India ever since its inception.  

 
Introduction of Madrasas: The First great burst of Madrasa construction occurred in the 11th century 
AD in the Selijuk empire, and is associated with the name of the great wazir nizam-ul-mulk, who 
founded a number of Madrasas known as Nizamiya. The most important of which is Nizamiya in 
Baghdad, became one of the greatest education center. One of the first example of affiliations is the 
Madrasa Aliya in  Kolkata, started by the British regime in 1980.  Later Madrasas education Boards come 
up in Assam, Bihar, Orisha, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.  Arjumand Ara had pointed out that with in 
India, according to Government statistics, half a million Madrasas are active in which about fifty million 
students (out of the estimated fifteen crore muslim population at that time) are enrolled. The Islamic 
revival of the late 20th century has resulted in the revival of Madrasas in a number of countries.  

 
Historical Background of Madrasa: Vowed aim of Madrasa Education is to inculcate the belief and 
practice of Islam among its followers and guide them to follow Quran and traditions of the prophet. The 
foundation of Madrasa Education is therefore, basically standing on two pillars of Quran (Collection of 
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nnah (Tradition of Prophet Mohammad). The role of 
Madrasa education at the lower level is not given much importance as it is mandatory on the part of 
every Muslim child to learn Namaz and read Quran, but at the higher level specialization in different 
areas reveal the role of Ulema effectively. The medium of instruction in these early Indian Madrasas 
particularly in North India, was mainly Persian which was also generally the court language.   After the 
1857 war, the language of the courts was changed from Persian to English. The Muslim elites who were 

schools. Howeverpeople like Sir Syed Ahmed Khan argued for a modernization of the Islamic knowledge 
systems and founded a school which is now known to the world as the Aligarh Muslim University.  

 
 In 1986, the Indian Government initiated a project to modernize the Madrasa by bringing in subjects like 

Science, Mathematics, English and Hindi, but many Madrasas refused to cooperate. Madrasas thought 
that the state interference has folded the Sanskrit Schools into the state Education system gradually. The 
Government has continued its efforts with limited success. But in 2002, it drew criticism from Muslims, 
when secret memorandum came in to light, where by all state education officials were ordered to ensure 

 
 

Madrasas in and Around Eluru: In West Godavari District of Andhra Pradesh, Eluru there are 
Madrasas with the same features.  Here some examples of Madrasas are mentioned.   
a. Madrasa Jamiana Abul Hasan, Eluru:  This Madrasa is situated in Thagellamudi, area Eluru.  It was 

started in July, 2019.  This is a residential Maddasa, only Boys are enrolled.  There are 32 students in 
this Madrasa, of 7 to 13 Years of age.  The Ulema Liyaqat Nadvi is doing voluntary service by 
providing free boarding and lodging to the students.  Teaching Quran is the main object, moral 
values which are taught in Quran are also imparted to students to mold them in to good future 
citizens.  

b. Mardrasa Aayisha Niswan , Eluru:  This Madrasa is situated in Thagellamudu, area Eluru.  This 
Madrasa is established only for Girls.  There three kinds of students attend this Madrasa.  It is run by 
Ulema Hafiz Iliayaz Sahab.  

  

 A group of girls attend the Madrasa, who can afford to attend in the morning hours of the day. 

 Other group who can afford their evening time attend.   
c. Mardrasa Faizane Mustafa, Eluru:  This Madrasa is situated in Kathepuvidhi Centre, area Eluru.  This 

Madrasa is established only for Girls who are below 12 years of age.   
d. Mardrasa, Jangareddigudem road :  This Madrasa is situated at 7th crossroad of Jangareddigudem 

road, Eluru.  It is run by Moulana Kalam Azad charitable Trust.  Up to 2004 there were only religious 
studies were offered, now however secular studies are being taught up to 10th class. 

      
Conclusion: Maulana Mohammad Wali Rahman, a reputed Islamic scholar and director of Khanquh 

Education but certainly welcome to upgrade the curriculum to have modern education on the Madrasa 

quarters, including, several Ulemas associated with the Madrasa themselves.  
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