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Abstract: Dr. D. Vizai Bhaskar is a remarkable playwright with unique social themes. He always felt that 
drama is a powerful medium to create awareness among people in the society. His writings have specific 
purpose of enlightening oppressed sections and backward communities towards their rights in the 
society. Politics, social conditions, religion, myth, history etc are presented in his dramas purposefully 
and artistically. The present play the return of Gandhi deals with Mahatma Gandhi's (The father of the 
nation) struggle to get independence and how this achievement of his is hypocritically treated by people 
in the society because of strong political interference. Undoubtedly “The Return of Gandhi” is a political 
drama. This paper explores the political condition of post-independent India. The mythical description 
of Gandhi Mahatma coming back to life is a captivating thought of the dramatist to entice the interest of 
readers. This paper focuses mainly on the changing conditions of India after independence and 
demoralization in Indian politics. 
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Introduction: Political drama as its definition conveys is a description of a play that has a political 
component. It can be the reflection of author political opinion or a description of a politician or a series 
of political events. The idea of political drama has remained ambiguous, vague and abstract even in the 
face of intense discussions and very absorbing intellectual debates for the last seventy five years or more.  
 
There are many reasons for the state of affairs chiefly two: primarily, the concept of 'politics' which a 
political drama is supposed to represent; is complex and unclear. There is a politics to the seed but the 
creativity of the body is still supreme. Trying to conceptualise the idea the American Heritage 
Dictionary defines 'Politics as the methods of tactics involved in the managing of state or government'.  
Further the political scientist have proposed 'power' as the basic dictum of politics and the acquisition of 
power as the motivation for the political man's actions.  
 
Thus 'politics' is normally explained as the 'art or state and government' and as the process of acquiring 
and retaining power. But obviously, these definitions are too generalised, vague and intend to focus on 
the super structure and the broad framework of the idea of politics, overlooking the complex and the 
subtle human dimensions in the political operations. 
 
Play Witness: The Return of Gandhi titled Gandhi Jayanthi in Telugu language is an outstanding 
political master piece written by Dr. D Vizai Bhaskar. This drama has been translated into Hindi, 
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya and also in English. It has received a great appreciation from the 
audience where ever staged. Two former Governors of Andhra Pradesh Sri. Ranga Rajan and Sri. N.D 
Tiwari witnessed the performance of this play and complemented the author for his remarkable effort.  
 
The twin cardinal principles of Gandhi's thought are truth and non-violence. These principles made 
Gandhiji an ideal personality and an exemplary figure. The winds of change blowing steadily across the 
Indian sub-continent during more than a half century after the great revolt of 1857 had left tell-tale 
marks on the political and social geography of the country. The end of the First World War - a 
watershed in European history - proved to be an equally significant period in Indian life. When the 
Gandhian Whirl wind began to sweep over the length and breadth of the land, upsetting all established 
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political strategies and ushering is refreshingly new ideas and methods which shock Indian life in several 
spheres to the core. As  our former Prime minister Nehru  rightly puts it , " Gandhi... was like a powerful 
current of fresh air that made us stretch ourselves and take deep breaths." 
 
The entire period of near three decades of the Gandhian age was one of far-reaching changes not only in 
the political scene but in particularly all areas of Indian life also. In the political sphere, while the great 
mass-awakening generated an all pervading national consciousness which facilitated the assumption of 
a distinctive national identity after independence, a disruptive force was the continuing growth of 
Muslim separatism culminating in the creation of Pakistan in 1947.  
 
In the social sphere, the Gandhian movement led, among other things, to an unprecedented awakening 
among women, who responded whole-heartedly to Gandhi's call. This was unique in the entire history 
of Indian the spectacle of hundreds of women taking part in political mass movement, picketing of 
liquor shops, marching in demonstrations, courting jails, facing lathi charges and bullets.  
 
The rise of a strong Youth movement was another notable result of the Gandhian upsurge and was a 
clear indication of how the entire social structure was being stirred by the new forces at work. Another 
indication of this is provided by the awakening among the depressed classes. Religious reform 
movement like the Brahma Samaj and Arya Samaj had already made a plea for equal rights to the 
untouchables. In fact, it was during this age that Indian English fiction discovered some of its most 
compelling themes: the ordeal of freedom struggle , East-west relationship, the communal problem and 
the plight of the untouchables the landless poor, the downtrodden, the economically exploited and the 
oppressed.  
 
The play The Return of Gandhi deals with the political scenario of post-independent India. The title itself 
is very interesting and significant which deals with the rebirth of Gandhi Mahatma who comes to 
change the situations in independent India. Every word and every sentence in this play is heart 
touching. The very entrance of Gandhi into hell itself is crafted uniquely and miraculously. Yama 
Dharma Raja was wondered listening to Chitra Gupta saying that: 
 

“Miracle, my lord, miracle. The flames of our furnaces got extinguished"(20:2012) 
 
Yama immediately responds and exclaims that: 
Extinguished! How come? (He then experiences a new fragrance that just crept in and says) Oh! What a 
fragrance? Where does it come from?"  Chitra Gupta bewildered to see Mahatma Gandhi the great, 
Father of our Nation in the hell walking towards him strong and firm. Yama gets up from his seat and 
saluted Mahatma and asked him what made him to be here in the hell? Gandhi responds to him and 
said it’s by your call I am here. Chitra Gupta says Gandhi must be given trial he is the sinner. Yama asked 
about the sin he has committed. Chitra Gupta said “He committed the greatest sin my Lord! The 
Greatest sin.....my Lord he won independence to India. Gandhi was alarmed and said: "Winning 
independence to one's own country is construed a sin?”. This drama represents the political unrest in 
India which is caused by so called rich and powerful people in India. Rulers changed but political 
conditions in India remained same even after independence. Rulers are the corrupt people. For their 
benefit they don't even think of Mahatma Gandhi's reputation and image. Twisted form of worshipping 
Mahatma is very much dominant and in reality rulers commercialised his image and popularity. In 
Scene 8 Gandhiji lamented over the existing democratic country and rightly said that:  
 

The freedom has been misused beyond imagination. The democracy has become only a 
mask and autocracy in ruling. The word 'demo' meaning people have been replaced by the 
word 'Demons' The unethical practices of politicians must be ended. Otherwise the life of 
the people will become much more miserable. Remember! the people who gave you power 
can also pull you down. This is the last warning. Mainly, I wish to tell you two things. The 
first one is that all those MPs and MLAs who won through votes and rigging, should resign. 
All people with criminal record like gangsters, rowdies and those who are involved in 
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business like liquor, mutka, gambling should leave politics. and also  pointed out very 
serious problems in existing political situations in India and explained seven deadly vices  
in his TV  

 
Speech: 
             

Politics without scruples, scientific knowledge minus humanity, happiness without 
conscience, worship without sacrifice, business without ethics, wealth without hard work 
and education without character --- are the seven VICES which our politicians have 
acquired. And they have to shun these VICES . (63:2012) 

 
and he threatens all the politicians by saying if they don't respond to this call he is going to call for strike 
with one crore people right in front of Assembly and demand their resignations.  
 
But in the last scene Gandhi when he was asked by the magistrate about his last wish he said that he 
would like be born again. Magistrate was shocked. Gandhiji's last words carry the very theme of the play:  
 

My Name 'Gandhi' has become such a fashionable word that is being used to convey 
different meanings. Today Gandhi is a beautiful word for a colony or a shop. Gandhi is a 
dilapidating statue in a junction. Gandhi is a mythical character for fancy dress. Finally, 
Gandhi is a beggar's attire on the roads for begging. This is the place and value I have today 
in this country. In fact, by imposing death sentence on me, you have saved me from being a 
witness to the further deteriorating of my image and to the accelerating demoralization of 
my people. (81:2012) 

 
During his last birth Gandhi promoted non-violence, since that has been treated inefficiency in the next 
birth he would prefer to adopt No-Violence -'Nirhimsa' which is greater than 'Ahimsa' in which violence 
would be tackled firmly to protect the good and innocent. To promote this he likes to come in the 
purest form of consciousness - Chaitanya Swaroopa. 
 
He says that he will come like a spring thunder again and again to this holy land to expunge this political 
perplexity.  
    
The Return of Gandhi is undoubtedly a political play which presents the political situation in India with 
the help of Gandhian myth. And writer succeeded in using the device of bringing dead man to life and 
conveying the message to the audience in a very clear manner.  
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