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Abstract: Gandhiji’s personality was versatile.  He was a Thinker, a religious man, a man in politics, he 
had the desire to know the Scripture of other religions and was a such resilient personality looking them 
without any prejudice.  It is a marvelous thing to see the two extreme dimensions of his personality.  He 
was philosopher ready with wit and a stanch Hindu devotee who respected other religions.  
His quest for Truth, led him to read scriptures of other religions and get the best inputs which coheres 
to his personal foundational concept of morality.  Gandhi’s great respect for Christ is revealed in his 
statements, “What does Jesus mean to me?  To me he was one of the greatest teacher humanity has ever 
had“.   
He was also a genius in receiving jokes on him and enjoy the wits.   Louis Fisher happened to meet both 
Gandhi and George Bernard at the same time.  Shaw was known for his sense of humor and he 
humorously told Gandhi that “I am a minor Mahatma where as you are a major Mahatma’, “You and I 
belong to a very small community on earth”.   Gandhi seems to have enjoyed the joke and had a hearty 
laugh.    
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1. Introduction: Gandhiji’s personality was versatile.  He was a Thinker, a religious man, a man in 
politics, he had the desire to know the Scripture of other religions and was a resilient personality looking 
them without any prejudice. 
 
His quest for Truth, led him to read scriptures of other religions and get the best inputs which coheres 
to his personal foundational concept of morality.  Gandhi’s great respect for Christ is revealed in his 
statements, “What does Jesus mean to me?  To me he was one of the greatest teacher humanity has ever 
had“.   
 
Gandhi was also a man humor and ready wit.  Louis Fisher happened to meet both Gandhi and George 
Bernard at the same time.  Shaw was known for his sense of humor and he humorously told Gandhi that 
“I am a minor Mahatma where as you are a major Mahatma’, “You and I belong to a very small 
community on earth”.   Gandhi seems to have enjoyed the joke and had a hearty laugh.  
 
Gandhi was also good at making fun of him. Gandhi when he was suggested to give a statement against 
Smoking, which he used to hate, he said, “if I do this I will lose my title of Mahatma because they are 
greater than me”.  When once a lawyer fell from a running train but was saved.  The lawyer attributed to 
the presence of Gandhi in the same train.  To this he laughed and said, “if I am God, you should not have 
fallen at all”. He was as humble as humorous.  
 
2. Gandhi and Christianity: Gandhi one of the greatest among thinkers the modern India produced 
had the courage to think differently religious seekers of this time.  His quest for Truth, led him to read 
scriptures of other religions and get the best inputs which coheres to his personal foundational concept 
of morality.  He appreciated the appreciable things of other religions and without hesitation said and 
penned them.  Gandhi’s fundamental contribution in the field of religion was to give primacy to the 
Truth and Rationality rather than conformity to traditional practices. 
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3. His Impression on Christ: Gandhi’s great respect for Christ is revealed in his statements, “What 
does Jesus mean to me?  To me he was one of the greatest teacher humanity has ever had“.   Jesus was 
the most active resister known perhaps in History.  His was Non-violence is par excellence” 
 
“Jesus expressed as no other could, the spirit and will of God.  It is in this sense I see him and recognize 
as the Son of God.  And because of the life of Jesus has significance and transcendence to which I have 
alluded.  I believe that he belongs not solely to Christianity but to the entire world, to all races and 
people.  It matter little under what flag, name or doctrine they may work profess a faith or worship a 
God inherited from their ancestors.  On seeking a painting of the crucified Christ in Rome, Gandhi 
remarked, what would not I have given to be able to bow my head before the living image of Christ 
Crucified.  I saw at once that nations like individuals could only be made through the agony of the cross 
and in no other way.  Joy comes not out of infliction of pain on others but out of pain voluntarily borne 
by one self.”   
 
Gandhi writes in his auto biography ‘My experiments with Truth’, in New Testament particularly the 
Sermon on the Mount went straight to my heat. I tried to unify the teachings of Gita, ‘Light of Asia’ and 
the Sermon on the Mount.  The renunciation was the highest form of religion appealed to me greatly”.   

 
In Young India he states, “ The New testaments game me comfort and boundless joy, as it came out of 
revulsion that parts of the Old Testament of  given me.  Today, supposing I was deprived of the Gita and 
forgot all its contents but a copy of the Sermon on the Mount, I should derive the same joy from it as I 
do from Gita”. Young India 22-12-27. 
 
When his concept of Trusteeship was criticized as too idealistic and Impractical wrote, the question we 
are asking ourselves today was addressed to Jesus 2000 years ago.  St. Mark described the scene.  Jesus is 
in solemn mood.  He talks of Eternity but is greatest economist of his time.  He has succeeded in 
economizing time and space; he has transcended them.  His response to the words of the Young Man’s 
question to have eternal life, says Gandhi, Here you have and eternal rule of life stated in the noblest 
words in English language. 

 
4. The Impression on Gandhi of The Renowned Christians: In volume I of his ten volumes, ‘the 
story of civilization’ eminent historian Will Durant lauds Gandhi thus “He did not mouth the name of 
Christ, but acted as if accepted every word on the Sermon on the Mount.  Not since St. Francis of Assisi 
has any life known to history been so marked by gentleness, simplicity and forgiveness of enemies. 

 
For Martin Luther King: ‘Mahatma Gandhi was the first person in human history to lift the ethic of love 
of  Jesus Christ above mere interaction between individuals and make it into a powerful and effective 
social force on a large scale.  If humanity is to progress, Gandhi is inescapable.  We may ignore him at 
our own peril”.  When an American churchman upbraided him for this he replied, “It is ironic yet 
inescapably true that the greatest Christian of the modern world was, who never embraced Christianity”. 
 
5. Gandhi and Humor: Due to Gandhi’s philosophical genius, we get a picture of Gandhi’s personality 
as he kill-joy person. We tend to perceive that due to his great achievement and misconceive that he was 
serious person with no time, space in his heart to entertain humor. We consider picturing him in day to 
day life with no sense of humor.  However the opposite is true. 
   
Gandhi himself declares, “If I had no sense of humor, I would have long ago committed suicide”.  Once 
the staff of Malaria department went to his ashram to spay medicine to kill the mosquitoes, they 
reported to him that they found biggest mosquito in his room, Gandhi seem to have smiled and said, 
“it’s Mahatma Mosquito’. 
  
He was also a genius in receiving receive jokes on him and enjoy the wits.   Louis Fisher happened to 
meet both Gandhi and George Bernard at the same time.  Shaw was known for his sense of humor and 
he humorously told Gandhi that “I am a minor Mahatma where as you are a major Mahatma’, “You and I 
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belong to a very small community on earth”.   Gandhi seems to have enjoyed the joke and had a hearty 
laugh.  

 

Gandhi was also good at making fun of him. Gandhi when he was suggested to give a statement against 
Smoking, which he used to hate, he said, “if I do this I will lose my title of Mahatma because they are 
greater than me”.  When once a lawyer fell from a running train but was saved.  The lawyer attributed to 
the presence of Gandhi in the same train.  To this he laughed and said, “If I am God, you should not 
have fallen at all”. He was as humble as humorous.   
 
He not only used to take jokes on himself but also used his wit on others, his standing in the world was 
so great that he not even spared King George V, when someone asked ‘ Gandhi ji whether wore enough 
clothes’, he replied, “The King had enough on for both of us”.     
 
Mr. Ramsey Macdonald, the then Prime Minister of England wanted to see him and discuss on an urgent 
matter, a postman waiting to see him.    Mr. N. Winston asked him whether he would see Mr. Ramsey 
Macdonald or the postman, Gandhi smiled and said, I would see “the man of letters”, “A statesman can 
wait because he often waits for an opportunity for his intervention”.  He was known for his Wit and 
Wisdom.  George Bernard Shaw told a press reporter “Gandhi is the only man in the East with a sense of 
humor” 
 
6. Conclusion: Gandhi ji was called Mahatma and he indeed is Mahatma. He is known in History as 
Great Leader and other leaders of the World present in his time considered as a Leader and given due 
respect as Mahatma.   
 
Even the eminent Christian personalities have lauded him for unusual methodology employed in the 
struggle for freedom.  As Martin Luther King: ‘Mahatma Gandhi was the first person in human history 
to lift the ethic of love of  Jesus Christ above mere interaction between individuals and make it into a 
powerful and effective social force on a large scale.   
 
In spite of possession extraordinary characters he maintained wit and humor in his walk of life.  
Gandhi himself declares, “If I had no sense of humor, I would have long ago committed suicide”.   He 
not only was the mammoth cause of Independence to India and his mind was independent from 
struggles and stress carrying his own style of humor. 
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