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Abstract: The Afghan writers Khaled Hosseini (1965-) and Nadia Hashimi (1977-) have represented the 
issue of girl child as the victim in And the Mountains Echoed (2013) and The Pearl That Broke Its Shell 
(2014) respectively. Unlike, his earlier two novels The Kite Runner and A thousand Splendid Suns where 
Hossaini focussed primarily on the Taliban rule in Afghanistan, the writer has concentrated on the child 
issue in his third novel And the Mountains Echoed. The novel opens in the year 1952. The story of the the 
novel revolves around the character Saboor, a bankrupt farmer from the village of Shadbagh, and his 
three year old daughter named Pari. He decides to sell his daughter Pari to a wealthy, childless couple in 
Kabul. Similarly, Nadia Hashimi’s The Pearl That Broke Its Shell narrates the story of a young girl 
Rahima. She goes through various hardships during her everyday life in the patriarchal society. Hence, 
the major discussion of this research paper will focus on the varied problems faced by the girl child in 
the novels mentioned above.          
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Introduction: Khaled Hosseinihas dealt with the popular theme of the rise and fall of the Taliban rule 
in Afghanistan in the wake ofthe 9/11inhis first novel The Kite Runner (2003). In fact, it is also the first 
novel written in English by an Afghan writer. His second novel A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007) too has 
been dealt with this very popular theme and the theme of miserable condition of women during the 
reign of the Taliban government in Afghanistan. However, Hosseini has especially emphasised on the 
child issue in his third novel And the Mountains Echoed (2013). The other Afghan author Nadia Hashimi 
is not exceptional in this regard. She too has dealt with the problem faced by the girl child in her debut 
novel The Pearl That Broke Its Shell (2014). Hence, the major discussion of this research paper will focus 
on the diverse problems faced by the girl child in the third and debut novels of the two authors 
respectively.            
 
Hosseini’s novel And the Mountains Echoedopens in the year 1952. The story of the the novel revolves 
around the character Saboor, a bankrupt farmer from the village of Shadbagh, and his three year old 
daughter named Pari. He decides to sell his daughter Pari to a wealthy, childless couple in Kabul. 
Through this novel, the writer has given an authentic insight to the people of the world about the 
wretched condition of the girl child and women during and after the Taliban government in 
Afghanistan. It is Hosseini’s close observation and great story telling skills that enable him to portray 
such issues that took place in Afghanistan. Moreover, the distance of time helps him to take a separate 
and objective view of the events depicted in the novel. In an interview Hosseini says to Rachel Martin:  
 

“It kind of happened that way as I wrote it. The novel began very, very small, and it began 
with a single image in my head that I simply could not shed: ... It was the image of a man 
walking across the desert and he's pulling a little Radio Flyer red wagon, and in it there's a 
little girl about 3 years old, and there's a boy walking behind him, and these three people 
are walking across the desert. And I had no idea who they were, or why they were walking 
across the desert, what the story was behind them, what their dynamic was. And I sat down 
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to explore that. And then it just kept snowballing. I began to see backstory, and I began to 
see how what happened to these three characters, particularly the little girl and the little 
boy, would have such a profound impact, not only on their life but on the lives of so many 
different characters. And I listened to the voice of those other characters, and I went 
chasing them.”  (Interview, National Public Radio) 

 
Similarly, Nadia Hashimi’s The Pearl That Broke Its Shell narrates the story of a young girl Rahima. She 
goes through various hardships during her everyday life in the patriarchal society. She also says to Hanif 
Sofyan in an interview that: 
 

“This is a fictional story, but one inspired by the unfortunate realities of some girls in our 
world. Child "marriage" and domestic violence are global issues. Afghanistan is a country 
where women and girls have suffered heavy losses as a result of the wars and instability. I 
am in full agreement that those of us who live in places of peace, having loving family 
around us and enjoy the opportunity for education should be thankful for these blessings. 
This was part of my motivation for writing this story.” (Interview with Hanif Sofyan) 

 
Nadia Hashimi has dealt with the efforts of two generations of women coming of age in Afghanistan --- 
epitomizes the experiences of those who share her heritage in the The Pearl That Broke Its Shell. The 
stories of two women who share comparable fates are connected in this novel. Firstly, the author has 
shown the setting of a nine year girl called Rahima in modern-day Kabul. Rahima is the third youngest 
child in a family.. Secondly, the story has also been set in the early 1900s during King Habibullah’s reign. 
It depicted Rahima’s great-great-grandmother, Shekiba. Through this novel, the writer has portrayed the 
plight of a woman in Afghanistan. It also focuses on the lack of basic necessities like education. 
Furthermore inequality, domestic violence and sexual servitude are also prevalent in the country. 
 
Rahima starts her life with a physically challenged person. She leads a miserable life like many other 
women in Afghanistan. Her mother begins dressing her as a’ bacha posh’ --- an olden tradition that 
permits girls to dress and behave like boys till the time they attain marriageable age. However the liberty 
is short-term. Rahima’s father got tempted by the assurance of a huge bride cost and boundless access to 
opium. As a result of such influence her father arranged the marriage for the 13-year-old Rahima, as well 
as her two older sisters, Shahla and Parwin to wealthy but unmatchable men. In fact those men were 
much older than the three sisters.  
 
After getting married, Rahima has started life with her new husband. She tries to adjust herself and tries 
to make her life comfortable in the new family. But it was in vein. Since the very first day of her marriage 
she becomes the victim of patriarchal society. She was the fourth wife and her duties are similar to those 
of a baby machine and slave. She soon becomes a mother of a son. Rahima used to abide by what her 
husband wanted her to do to make it through the day and keep herself away from punishment, 
However, unlike Rahima, one of her elder sisters, Parwin had a hardly any patience to tolerate any kind 
of mental torture or physical punishment. As a result, Parwin sets herself on fire in protest. 
 
Even after sacrificing her comforts, likes and dislikes, Rahima fails to satisfy the demands of her husband 
in particular and the patriarchal society in general. Gradually, the situation becomes worse and hopeless 
completely grasps her. However, the thought about her son and the stories about her great-great-
grandmother let her face the harsh reality and live. If the readers concentrate in the happenings of 
Shekiba’s life before and after marriage, they will come to know that the fate of Shekiba, too, was similar 
in nature. She also faced excessive hardship as a child. One side of her face was stained in an accident 
when she was an infant. She had lost her family due to cholera epidemic. After her family’s death, 
Shekiba was sold off by opportunistic relatives. Since then she had to lead a different sort of ‘bacha 
posh’. She was working as a servant for King Habibullah. Like the other women of Habibullah’s 
kingdom, Shekiba too, used to dress as men. She was given the responsibility to watch over the king’s 
harem. To the surprise of the readers, Shekiba became the victim of jealousy by other women of the 
kingdom. As a result of it, Shekiba was put in jail and hurled stones on her for a crime that she actually 
didn’t commit. 
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In fact, it is true that the women’s journey in such a country where patriarchy is dominant is tough and 
one can hardly expect any comfort as their choice. However, in the novel The Pearl That Broke Its Shell it 
is found that women aren’t all suffering all the time.  Rahima, too is not exceptional in this regard. She 
also experiences hints of happiness after giving the birth of her son and her mind was filled expectation 
of freedom during the time of her husband’s first wife to Kabul. She acted as the assistant to a member 
of Parliament amidst the grief. 
 
Irrespective of the above mentioned occurrences, Hashimi tries to emphasise that  the long endurance 
Rahima and Shekiba is an important one to say, possibly what’s more important given in today’s state of 
worldwide turmoil is how ancient practices and customs began growing in the novel The Pearl That 

Broke Its Shell.  
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